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Using the creative industries as catalysts for urban transformation

Urban renewal & creative industries: 
a study of five urban renewal projects 
in major cities where the creative  
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Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships Journal Series

The Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships Journal Series is a 
select library of research compiled by more than 160 architects, 
students and graduates since 1951, and made possible by the 
generous gift of Sydney Architect and educator, Byera Hadley.

Byera Hadley, born in 1872, was a distinguished architect 
responsible for the design and execution of a number of fine 
buildings in New South Wales. 

He was dedicated to architectural education, both as a part-time 
teacher in architectural drawing at the Sydney Technical College, 
and culminating in his appointment in 1914 as Lecturer-in-Charge 
at the College’s Department of Architecture. Under his guidance, 
the College became acknowledged as one of the finest schools 
of architecture in the British Empire. 

Byera Hadley made provision in his will for a bequest to enable 
graduates of architecture from a university in NSW to travel in 
order to broaden their experience in architecture, with a view to 
advancing  architecture upon their return to Australia.

Today, the Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarship fund is managed 
by Perpetual as Trustee, in conjunction with the NSW Architects 
Registration Board.

For more information on Byera Hadley, and the Byera Hadley 
Travelling Scholarships go to www.architects.nsw.gov.au or get 
in contact with the NSW Architects Registration Board at:
Level 2, 156 Gloucester Street, Sydney NSW 2000.

You can also follow us on Twitter at:
www.twitter.com/ArchInsights 

The Board acknowledges that all text, images and diagrams 
contained in this publication are those of the author unless 
otherwise noted.

© NSW Architects Registration Board 2015
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Jessica Paterson was awarded 
the Byera Hadley Travelling 
Scholarship in 2011. 
Cover image: “Nude”,  a micro 
coffee roaster in Spitafields, 
London, looking towards The 
Old Truman Brewery. The 
brewery has been renewing its 
vacant and derelict buildings 
to accommodate a range of 
creative disciplines, galleries, 
markets and events making it 
one of London’s key cultural 
and artistic quarters.
Photo by Jessica Paterson



3

Urban renewal & creative industries

In Sydney, London, 
Barcelona and New 

York, the creative in-
dustries have proved 

powerful catalysts for 
urban renewal. What 

are their common 
grounds for success?

Introduction 
Case studies

Queen Street Studios, Chippendale, NSW
Renew Newcastle, Newcastle NSW
22@Barcelona, Poblenou, Spain
The Old Trumany Brewery, London UK
Dumbo, Brooklyn US

Conclusion
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Though the lens of five local and 
international renewal projects, 
this research aims to identify 
the organic conditions required 
for successful models of urban 
transformation. 



1

The museum as cultural marker or art container

Over the past 20-30 years, cities around the world have 
seen the power of using the creative industries as cata-
lysts for change in their urban renewal strategies. Where 
these strategies have succeeded, they have relied on a 
number of organic conditions to be present: rental af-
fordability, spatial quality, critical mass and a clustering 
of the creative industries.

This research project looks at five local and international 
renewal projects which attract and retain the creative in-
dustries, and where those industries are clearly used as 
the catalysts for change. The project examined this re-
newal process through the lens of the organic condition 
of urban transformation, and observed the following two 
strategic models at work in renewal scenarios:

1. Top-down approach –  where a strategy deliberately 
was developed by government or council (or both) to 
renew a part of the city by clustering creative industries.

2. Bottom-up approach – where temporary occupation 
of disused city space by the creative industries was for-
malised by allowing short-term leases to be taken out on 
vacant buildings.

Both strategic models begin to cultivate the phenomena 
of resources moving through the urban fabric as they 
recognise the ability of the creative avante-garde to be a 
forerunner on the process through their innovative occu-
pation of underused and under-utilised city space.  This 
type of renewal requires a particular set of spatial con-
ditions for its success These conditions are either found 
and appropriated on site or replicated by urban actors. 
My interest lies in understanding the relationship be-

tween urban renewal, the creative industries and spatial 
conditions. The research examines five case studies:

•	 Queen Street Studios in Chippendale, NSW
•	 Renew Newcastle in Newcastle, NSW
•	 22@Barcelona Poblenou in Barcelona
•	 The Old Trumany Brewery in London
•	 Dumbo in Brooklyn

Each case study examines a different approach and 
strategy for urban renewal that leverages off the creative 
industries Case studies range in scale and affect, with 
some strategies having more success than others.

With thanks to the NSW Architects Registration Board.
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