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There has never been a more important time to 
be a registered architect…
The current context of endemic building failures (Lacrosse, Opal, 
Mascot Towers, etc) raise the need for greater regulatory controls 
across the construction industry. 

https://au.news.yahoo.com/mascot-towers-sydney-residents-homeless-hour-evacuation-054211922.html

https://au.news.yahoo.com/mascot-towers-sydney-residents-homeless-hour-evacuation-054211922.html


You can finally call yourself an architect!
Only a person who is on the NSW Register of Architects may 
use the title ‘architect’.
• Architects are trained, accredited and registered 

professionals who can provide a higher level of service than 
other building designers.

• Architects have recognised skills in design, documentation, 
project delivery and practice management.

• Architects are the only people allowed to design multi-unit 
residential apartment buildings under the State Environment 
Plan 65 (SEPP 65).  This ensures high quality design of the 
built environment in the public interest.

• Architects operate within a well-regulated, professional 
system that sets the bar for other building professionals (for 
example, engineers are not registered!).  This is important in 
the current context of recent building failures that raise the 
need for greater regulatory controls across the construction 
industry.

3 Why should you get registered?



Lecture Outline

1. Overview of role of NSW Architects Registration Board and 
Architects Accreditation Council of Australia and 
where they fit in the education – practice – regulation context

2. Overview of the different pathways to registration

3. National Standard of Competency for Architects

4. Architectural Practice Exam – 3 Stages

• Stage 1: Eligibility

• Stage 2: National Examination Paper (NEP)

• Stage 3: Examination by Interview

5. Questions
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Each state and territory of Australia has its own Architect Registration 
Board established under legislation.
The NSW Architects Registration Board administers the Architects Act 
2003, the legislation regulating architects in NSW.  
The Board's role is to: 
• protect consumers of architectural services by ensuring that architects 

provide services to the public in a professional and competent manner

• register architects and monitor their Continuing Professional 
Development and Professional Indemnity Insurance obligations

• discipline architects who have acted unprofessionally or incompetently

• accredit architectural qualifications for the purpose of registration and 
administer the Architectural Practice Examination for registration as an 
architect in NSW

• inform the public about the qualifications and competence of architects 
and the procurement of architectural services

• promote a better understanding of architectural issues in the 
community.

1 What does the NSW Architects 
Registration Board do?
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The Architects Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA) is the national 
voice for architect registration boards around Australia.  
The AACA is a not-for-profit organisation that works in collaboration with 
the architect registration boards on matters of national interest to the 
profession, industry and the public.
The AACA: 
• maintains the National Standard of  Competency for Architects –

underpins all assessment programs on the path to registration as an 
architect is Australia

• administers the  national Architectural Practice Examination 

• administers the Architecture Program Accreditation Procedure in 
Australia and New Zealand

• assesses overseas architectural qualifications 

• negotiates international mutual recognition agreements

1 What does the Architects Accreditation 
Council of Australia (AACA) do?



Pathways to Registration 

Australian 
Accredited 
Qualification

Architectural Practice Exam

Apply for Registration with NSW Architects Registration Board
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Overseas 
or Local 

Experienced
Practitioner

Australian 
Accredited 
Qualification

Overseas 
Qualification

NSW ARB
Built Work
Program of 
Assessment

AACA
National

Program of
Assessment

ASSESSMENT by PORTFOLIO

for those with substantial skills 
and experience in the 
architectural services profession 
but no academic qualification.

• Min. 10 years’ full-time in 
architecture, planning, building 
or other related field

• 3 of last 5 years must be under 
architect in architect’s office

• Must have authored 3-4 
complex architectural projects

• 3 stage process: 

1 Eligibility Assessment; 

2 Eligibility Interview; and

3 Major Portfolio & Interview

• Pass mark is 80%, requiring 
satisfactory rating for 21 of 26 
Performance Criteria at 
competency level ‘A’ –
‘Application of Knowledge & 
Skills’

ASSESSMENT by PROJECT

for those with substantial skills 
and experience in the 
architectural services profession 
but no academic qualification.

• Min. 7 years’ full-time work in 
architecture, planning, building 
or other related field

• 3 of 7 years must be under 
architect in architect’s office

• Log work experience and
statement of claim linking 
experience to Knowledge 
Domains

• Make submission in response 
to a design brief provided by 
the AACA for a complex 
architectural project 

• Pass mark is 80%, requiring 
satisfactory rating for 28 of 35 
Performance Criteria at 
mixture of competency level 
‘A’ and ‘S’ – ‘Skills Acquisition’

DETERMINES SUBSTANTIAL 
EQUIVALENCE OF OVERSEAS 

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS TO 
AUSTRALIAN QUALIFICATION

for those who completed an 
overseas exit qualification in 
architecture (does not consider 
professional experience).

• Qualification must be 
coursework with min. 10 
semesters (not research 
degree) and must follow 
similar curriculum to Australia

• IELTS English proficiency 6.5

• 2 stage process:

1 Provisional Assessment

2 Portfolio & Interview

• Min. 4-6 student or 
professional projects, with 2 
projects mapped against 37 
Performance Criteria

• Material must be translated 
into English

FAST-TRACK for EXPERIENCED 
PRACTITIONERS WITH 

ACCREDITED QUALIFICATION

allows experienced practitioners 
to bypass the Architectural 
Practice Examination and apply 
directly for registration.

• If overseas qualification, it 
must lead to registration in 
that country (if relevant)

• Min. 7 years’ full-time work

• 3 of 7 years must be complex 
architectural projects at 
Executive Level

• Min 12 months in Australia in 
last 3 years & living here

• Submit resume, references, 
and project portfolio of 4-6
built complex architectural 
projects mapped to 27 
Performance Criteria

• Panel-based Competency 
Assessment Interview

MASTER OF ARCHITECTURE 
or equivalent

3 Pathways to Registration 
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Defines parameters 
for accreditation

of university 
courses

Forms the basis of
the Architectural
Practice Exam for

registration

Reflects the scope 
of architectural 

practice

4

The standard underpins all of the pathways to registration 
as an architect in Australia.

All registration pathways involve competency based 
assessment against various subsets of the Performance Criteria.

National Standard of 
Competency for Architects



Units and Elements of Competency

Design Documentation Project Delivery Practice Management

1. Project Briefing

2. Pre-Design

3. Conceptual Design

4. Schematic Design

5. Detailed Design

6. Documentation   

7. Procurement  

8. Construction Stage 

9. Practice Management 

4 National Standard of 
Competency for Architects



Element of competency

Performance criteria
Knowledge domains

Level required

4 National Standard of 
Competency for Architects



Knowledge Domains

Units of competency

Performance criteria

How to compare Standard across programs

National Standard of 
Competency for Architects



Knowledge Domains

National Standard of 
Competency for Architects



Performance Criteria 1.2
Establishment, analysis and evaluation of client project requirements and objectives.

Performance Criteria 1.4
Identification of factors that may impact on client project requirements and 
objectives.

Performance Criteria 2.1
Identification, analysis and integration of information relevant to siting of project.

Performance Criteria 2.2
Application of principles controlling planning, development and design for the project 
site.

Performance Criteria 3.4
Design response incorporates assessment of relevant legislation, codes and industry 
standards.

Performance Criteria 5.3
Evaluation and integration of regulatory requirements.

Performance Criteria 6.1
Identification and adoption of a strategy, program and process of documentation 
integrated through all project stages to enable project delivery.

Performance Criteria 6.2
Continuing coordination and integration of information and project material from 
relevant consultants, specialists and suppliers.

Performance Criteria 6.3
Incorporation of the project requirements and objectives in accordance with Project Brief 
and approved Detailed Design.

Performance Criteria 6.4
Timely completion and communication of accurate and comprehensible documents that 
will include, as required, drawings, models, specifications, schedules and other relevant 
modes of information.

Performance Criteria 6.8
Project documentation is in accordance with, and appropriate to, the project contract and 
project procurement procedure.

Performance Criteria 7.1
Identification of available procurement methods and assessment of relevance and 
application to the project.

Performance Criteria 8.3
Identification and application of the process and administration systems needed to fulfil all 
obligations under project contract.

Performance Criteria 8.4
Construction progress and quality is systematically reviewed and monitored as required 
under the contract provisions.

Performance Criteria 8.5
Identification and application of all relevant processes required for certification of monetary 
claims, project variations, extensions of time, project instructions or other administrative 
responsibilities under the contract provisions.

For the Architectural Practice Examination candidates are required to have 
experience in 15 Mandatory Performance Criteria:

.

4 National Standard of 
Competency for Architects



Two sessions per year

Session 1
Applications for Part 1 & 2: 6-20 February 2020
Part 2 National Examination Paper: 21 April 2020
Part 3 Examination by Interview: mid May

Session 2
Applications for Part 1 & 2: 2 – 16 June 2020
Part 2 National Examination Paper: 18 August
Part 3 Examination by Interview: mid October

5

In Three Parts

Part 1: Eligibility

Part 2: National Examination Paper

Part 3: Examination by Interview

Architectural Practice 
Examination



Part 1:  Eligibility

• Application form 

• Log Book

• Summary sheets including 
Summary of mandatory competency

• Statement of Practical Experience

• NSW Statutory Declaration

• Degree/AACA Assessment of equivalence 



aaca.org.au/architectural-practice-examination

Part 1:  Eligibility
The Essential Guides

http://aaca.org.au


Minimum 

3300
hours in the 
15 mandatory
performance
criteria

2

Successful 
completion

of the BWPrA
or NPrA

YEARS

OR

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE
Part 1: Eligibility



+
Maximum

2,000
words

preferably
last
years 2
chronological record
of practice experience

indicate role & level 
of responsibility 
in narrative form

$$ m
2
??

*allow Examiners to assess
scope of work, costs, floor
areas in projects - related to 
your Log Book

*

STATEMENT OF PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE
Part 1: Eligibility

or 3,000
If not supervised 
by an architect



Part 1:  Eligibility
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• Minimum 2 years practical 
experience.

• Up to 12 months experience 
can be logged prior to 
graduation from the M.Arch.

• Minimum 12 months
experience must be logged 
after graduation from the 
M.Arch.

• Minimum 12 months
experience must be logged 
in Australia / maximum 12 
Months can be logged
overseas.

• You need a minimum of 8 
weeks full-time in a project 
for the logged experience in 
that job to count.

• Logged experience must be 
within 10 years of APE 
application.
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5 Part 1:  Eligibility



Part 1:  Eligibility
Why your application might be returned
Common mistakes
• Breach of Sections 9 & 10 of the Architects Act 2003:  You must not 

refer to yourself as an ‘Architect’ or any derivative of the title ‘Architect’.  

You cannot use titles such as ‘Graduate Architect’, ‘Project Architect’ 
or ‘Design Architect’ to describe yourself anywhere in your application.

• Section 14 allows you to call yourself an ‘Architectural Assistant’, 
‘Architectural Technician’ or “Architectural Drafter’ – but only if you are 
an employee of an architect.

• A non-compliant Stat Dec: You must complete a NSW Statutory 
Declaration and it must be signed by a Justice of the Peace or a Legal 
Practitioner.  The Stat Dec must declare that all submitted documents 
are true and correct records of your architectural experience and 
qualification. You cannot use a Commonwealth Statutory Declaration.  
NSW Stat Decs cannot be signed by architects.

• The graduation date on your testamur must be dated at least 12-
months before your application for Part 1.

• Failure to meet the minimum 2 years (3300 hours) experience.

• Failure to demonstrate a minimum 12-months postgraduate 
Experience.



Part 1:  Eligibility
Random audit of applications

The Board has recently investigated and found a Part 3 candidate 
guilty of having falsified their practical experience in their Logbook 
and Statement of Practical Experience.

The Board takes such matters extremely seriously and has imposed a 
significant penalty on the candidate.  

DO NOT BE TEMPTED TO OVERSTATE THE EXTENT OF YOUR 
PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE…

The Statutory Declaration you submit in Part 1 is a legal document. 

In instances where a candidate is found to have falsified the 
Statutory Declaration the Board may deem that person to be not fit 
and proper for registration as an architect in NSW.  



Part 1:  Eligibility
Random audit of applications

In 2020, the Board will conduct a random audit of up to 30% of 
applicants for the APE Part 1.  

DO NOT BE TEMPTED TO OVERSTATE THE EXTENT OF YOUR 
PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE…
• The Board will phone supervising architects and employers associated 

with the projects listed in the Statement of Practical Experience in the 
2 years immediately preceding the APE Part 1 application.

• Where applicants have been self-employed the Board will request 
details and contact the clients associated with the listed projects.

In cases where, after an audit, the NSW APE Convenor is not satisfied 
that the applicant is eligible to proceed to the APE Part 2, an 
investigation process will be followed.

If you are concerned that you may not be accurately recording your 
practical experience please immediately contact the Registrar, 
Dr Kirsten Orr, to discuss your concerns without prejudice:
registrar@architects.nsw.gov.au / 02 9241 4033.

mailto:registrar@architects.nsw.gov.au


www.architects.nsw.gov.au/ape-online-application

Part 1:  Eligibility
Applications open 6–20 February 2020



Part 2:  
National Examination Paper (NEP)

• Computer-based, online exam

• 9 scenarios each with 5 questions = 45 
questions in total

• 75 minutes to complete

• Detailed feedback is provided with results

• Date for Session 1 is Tuesday 21 April 2020



Part 2:  NEP



Part 2:  NEP

• You have 75 minutes. 
• A countdown timer is always visible on-screen



Part 2:  NEP

• You can navigate through Scenarios and 
Questions at any time throughout the exam 
to review and/or change your answer



• All candidates receive detailed feedback with their results
• Examiners refer to feedback when planning how to structure your 

interview

Part 2:  NEP



21 April 2020

Cliftons
60 Margaret St
SYDNEY 2000

Part 2:  (NEP)



practicingarchitecture.com.aupals.architecture.com.au

Part 2:  NEP
Courses to assist with preparation



Podcasts on Registration



Part 3:  
Examination by Interview

• Conducted by 2 Examiners with at least 5 years 
practice experience as a registered architect

• Between 45 minutes - 1 hour in duration
• Purpose is to provide an overview of your

experience and your ability to deal with practice 
issues

• The Examiners will ask questions to draw out your 
experience and to confirm whether, on balance, you 
possess the technical knowledge and skills, and 
professional application of these skills in 
architectural practice, to be able to perform to the 
standard expected of an architect in Australia

• The interview is a competency based assessment of 
your knowledge and experience, so review your NEP 
results and the NSCA

• Examiners will use your logbook, Statement of 
Practical Experience and results from the NEP to 
structure your interview

• Examiners will also usually include some 
hypothetical scenarios



Part 3:  
Examination by Interview
Some tips for the interview
• Try not to be nervous – this is a rare opportunity to talk about the 

depth of your experience with other architects who are genuinely 
interested

• Keep referring to your projects to illustrate responses you give to 
the Examiners’ questions

• Remember that the Examiners are not trying to “catch you out” –
they want you to do well at interview

• You are not expected to “know everything” – it is also about 
demonstrating that you know where to look for information/find 
answers if you don’t know

• Expect to be thrown a few hypothetical scenarios – for example, 
if you have predominantly worked on multi-storey commercial 
buildings you might be asked about a project at a different scale 
such as a small public building or house

• You should be able to demonstrate transferability of skills to 
other scales of practice

• Make sure you brush up on the Architects Act 2003 and the NSW 
Architects Code of Professional Conduct



aaca.org.au

Part 3:  
Examination by Interview

http://aaca.org.au


#ARBOPEN
Where to find us
mail@architects.nsw.gov.au
02 9241 4033



QUESTIONS?

Dr Kirsten Orr
Registrar, NSW ARB

Assoc Prof Melonie Bayl-Smith 
Architect, NSW APE Convenor and NSW ARB Board Member

Byron Kinnaird
Research & Education Officer, NSW ARB
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