
A

N
SW

 
A

rc
hi

te
ct

s 
R

eg
is

tr
at

io
n 

 
B

o
ar

d

BRIEFING
Architectural Practice 
Examination

Tim Horton, Registrar 
Ian McCaig, Convenor 
Melanie Bayl-Smith, Examiner 
Kyra Thomas, Architect
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Pathways to  
Register as  
an architect

architects.nsw.gov.au

http://architects.nsw.gov.au
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Pathways to  
Register as  
an architect

Overseas  
or Local  

Experienced 
Practitioner

Australian  
Accredited  

Qualification

Overseas  
Qualification

Architectural Practice Exam
Portfolio 

submission 
& interview

Apply for Registration with NSW Architects Registration Board

Built Work 
Program of  
Assessment



A

N
SW

 
A

rc
hi

te
ct

s 
R

eg
is

tr
at

io
n 

 
B

oa
rd

Part 1: Eligibility 

Part 2: National Exam Paper 

Part 3: Interview

Architectural  
Practice 
Exam 

1

2

3
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• Application form  
• Log Book 
• Summary sheets including 

Summary of mandatory 
competency 

• Statement of Practical Experience 
• Statutory Declaration 
• Degree/AACA Assessment of 

equivalence 

Part 1: Eligibility 
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The National 
Standard of 
Competency 
for Architects

1 2 3

Accreditation 
of university  
courses

Basis of the  
APE for 
registration

Establishes 
scope of  
architectural  
practice
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Units of Competency


The Standard comprises of 4 Units of Competency and 70 Performance Criteria relevant 
to the activities of professional architectural practice. 


The Units of Competency:  


Design Documentation Project Delivery Practice Management

competencystandardforarchitects.aaca.org.au

The National 
Standard of 
Competency 
for Architects
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Elements of Competency


Under these each unit are elements to better characterise the associated Performance Criteria.

Design Documentation Project Delivery Practice Management

1. Project Briefing


2. Pre-Design


3. Conceptual Design


4. Schematic Design

5. Detailed Design


6. Documentation   

7. Procurement  


8. Construction Stage 

9. Practice Management 

competencystandardforarchitects.aaca.org.au

The National 
Standard of 
Competency 
for Architects
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Performance Criteria 1.2 
Establishment, analysis and evaluation of client project requirements 
and objectives 

Performance Criteria  1.4 
Identification of factors that may impact on client project 
requirements and objectives 

Performance Criteria  2.1 
Identification, analysis and integration of information relevant to siting 
of project 

Performance Criteria  2.2 
Application of principles controlling planning, development and design 
for the project site 

Performance Criteria  3.4 
Design response incorporates assessment of relevant legislation, 
codes and industry standards 

Performance Criteria  5.3 
Evaluation and integration of regulatory requirements 

Performance Criteria  6.1 
Identification and adoption of a strategy, program and process of 
documentation integrated through all project stages to enable project 
delivery 

Performance Criteria  6.2 
Continuing coordination and integration of information and project 
material from relevant consultants, specialists and suppliers 

Performance Criteria  6.3 
Incorporation of the project requirements and objectives in accordance 
with Project Brief and approved Detailed Design 

Performance Criteria  6.4 
Timely completion and communication of accurate and comprehensible 
documents that will include, as required, drawings, models, specifications, 
schedules and other relevant modes of information 

Performance Criteria  6.8 
Project documentation is in accordance with, and appropriate to, the 
project contract and project procurement procedure 

Performance Criteria  7.1 
Identification of available procurement methods and assessment of 
relevance and application to the project 

Performance Criteria  8.3 
Identification and application of the process and administration systems 
needed to fulfil all obligations under project contract 

Performance Criteria  8.4 
Construction progress and quality is systematically reviewed and 
monitored as required under the contract provisions 

Performance Criteria  8.5 
Identification and application of all relevant processes required for 
certification of monetary claims, project variations, extensions of time, 
project instructions or other administrative responsibilities under the 
contract provisions

Candidates are required to have experience in each of the 15 Performance Criteria listed below:

The National 
Standard of 
Competency 
for Architects
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Knowledge Domains

Units of competency

Performance criteria

How to compare Standard across programs

The National 
Standard of 
Competency 
for Architects



A

N
SW

 
A

rc
hi

te
ct

s 
R

eg
is

tr
at

io
n 

 
B

oa
rd

The National 
Standard of 
Competency 
for Architects

architects.nsw.gov.au 

Follow the links to ‘Publications’

aaca.org.au 
Competencystandardforarchitects.aaca.org.au 

http://architects.nsw.gov.au
http://aaca.org.au
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Minimum  

3300
hours in the  
15 mandatory 
performance 
criteria

2

Successful 
completion 

of the BWPrA 
or NPrA

YEARS

OR

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE
Part 1: Eligibility
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+Maximum 

2,000
words

preferably 

last 

years 2
chronological record 
of practice experience

indicate role & level  
of responsibility  
in narrative form

$$ m2 ??

*allow Examiners to assess 
scope of work, costs, floor 
areas in projects - related to  
your Log Book

*

STATEMENT OF PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE
Part 1: Eligibility

or 3,000  
If not supervised  
by an architect
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Min. 12 Months experience 
logged after graduation 

Min. 12 Months experience 
logged in Australia 

Max. 12 Months can be 
overseas 

Minimum 8 weeks FTE to 
count 

Must be within 10 years 

FAQs
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A

The essential guides:

aaca.org.au/architectural-practice-examination

http://aaca.org.au
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Applications open 4-11 Feb 2019!

www.architects.nsw.gov.au/ape-online-application
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• Computer-based 
• 9 Scenarios, 45 Questions total 
• 70 Minutes to complete 
• Detailed feedback 
• Tuesday 2 April 2019

Part 2:  
National Examination 
Paper (NEP) 
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Part 2: National exam paper
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Part 2: National exam paper

• There are 9 Scenarios, each with 5 Questions = 45 Questions
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Part 2: National exam paper

• You have 70 minutes.  
• A countdown timer is always visible on-screen
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Part 2: National exam paper

• You can navigate through Scenarios and 
Questions at any time throughout the exam 
to review and/or change your answer
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Part 2: National exam paper

2 April 2019 

Cliftons 
60 Margaret St 
SYDNEY 2000 
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Part 2: National exam paper
• All candidates receive detailed feedback

BOARD TEXT GOES HERE ..... 
 
24/01/2019 
 
Candidate Number : 2280001 
Candidate Name     : J ALDERSLADE 
 

National Examination Paper, April 2019 
 
Dear Candidate,  
 
This letter contains information relating to your performance in the recent April 2019 National Examination Paper. 
This includes a summary of your overall result and how your result relates to the examination Scenarios and their 
related performance criteria. Please note that a full list of Performance Criteria tested in the National Examination 
Paper is listed at the end of this letter. 
 
The number of Performance Criteria tested in each scenario varies. 
 
For the April 2019 examination your result is PASS.      
 
Your examination score was 84%.     
 

Summary of Examination Scenarios 
                                               Performance            Your 
Scenario Number  and Summary  Title                                 Criteria                             % Correct 
 

1 A seaside holiday home with a client 
budget of $1.2mill 

Project briefing and Project Delivery 1.5; 1.6; 2.5; 7.3; 7.5; 7.6; 8.1 100% 

 
2 Engagement of consultants on an 
industrial building and payment of 
invoices 

Project Briefing 1.1; 6.2; 8.1; 8.3; 9.7 80% 

 
3 A regional state owned public library 
downsizing its collection 

Schematic Design/Inclusion of relevant specialists 1.1; 1.4; 3.4; 6.2; 8.2; 8.5 80% 

    
4 The architect uses inadequate site 
information to design a retirement village 
and the project requires a redesign and is 
delayed. 

Project Briefing/Project Risk/Professional Liability 1.1; 1.4; 5.3; 9.7 40% 

 
5 Designing a group of townhouses for a 
private developer 

Project Delivery 8.2 60% 

 
6 Utilising the services of regional based 
consultants for an art gallery in a 100 
year old public hall 

Project Briefing/Procurement/Documentation 1.1; 1.6; 6.2; 6.6; 6.8 80% 
 

    
7 Preparing a design concept for four 
attached houses which will require 
planning approval 

Documentation 1.1; 5.3; 6.2 60% 

 
8 Assessing extensions of time for 
liquidated damages for residential project 

Project Delivery/Construction Stage 6.8; 8.5 40% 

 
9 Architect for franchised retail outlet 
comprising car accessories showroom 
and car workshop 

Pre Design 1.1; 2.5; 3.4; 6.8; 7.6 60% 

 
 
Please use the above feedback for your preparation for the APE Part 3 Examination by Interview.  
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Conducted by 2 Examiners with at 
least 5 years practice experience as a 
registered architect 

Between 45 minutes - 1 hour in length  

Gain an overall view of the candidate’s 
experience and ability to deal with 
practice issues  

A competency based assessment of 
your knowledge and experience, so 
review your NEP results and the NSCA 

Part 3: Examination by interview
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Preparing?

practicingarchitecture.com.aupals.architecture.com.au
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A

ARB Podcasts on Registration
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Extra info?

aaca.org.au

http://aaca.org.au
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Session 2 Dates:

aaca.org.au

Part 1 & 2 Applications: 1 - 5 July 2019 

National Examination Paper: 20 August 2019 

Part 3 Examination by Interview: October 
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Questions?

mail@architects.nsw.gov.au 

02 9241 4033 


