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At a glance 

The NSW Architects Registration Board administers the Architects Act 2003, the legislation regulating 
architects in NSW. The Board’s key role is to protect consumers of architectural services. The Board 

�� maintains an accurate Register of Architects and a List of Architect Corporations and Firms 

�� operates a fair, effective, and open procedure for investigating and hearing complaints  

�� sanctions architects who breach the Architects Act and individuals or firms who represent 
themselves as an architect when they are not entitled to do so  

�� conducts examinations 

�� administers scholarships and awards  

�� promotes a better understanding of architectural issues in the broader community.  

As of 30 June 2012 there were 4276 architects in NSW (3544 in the practising category and 732 in the 
non-practising category).  There are 1306 architect corporations and firms listed in the NSW Register 
as having nominated architects responsible for the provision of architectural services. 

Review of the Architects Act 
The Report of the Statutory Review of the Architects Act 2003 was approved by Parliament in 
December 2010. As of publication date the revised Act has not yet been put to Parliament.  

The Architects Regulation (including the NSW Architects Code of Professional Conduct the Code) has 
been extended until September 2012.  

The Board is also working with other Registration Boards around Australia to facilitate the 
introduction of a national registration process for architects based upon the mutual recognition 
processes currently in place. Some minor amendments to the Act are required which the Board hopes 
will be dealt with as part of the review process. 

www.architectureinsights.com.au 
The Board continues to develop the contributor driven website www.architectureinsights.com.au, the 
Board’s primary method of connecting the general public, students, architects and others with 
information about architecture and events, collaborations and debate about architecture and the built 
environment in NSW. This year a new section has been added; “Insights” allows contributors to post 
their own insights about architecture and encourage debate on architectural issues. 

www.reducingcarbonemissions.org 
100 participants and more than 200 connected via on-line streaming of a Continuing Professional 
Development focused their attention on the benefits of utilising the on-line template and resources to 
assist architects identify their energy usage and create a plan to reduce their carbon emissions.  

www.sydneyarchitecturefestival.org 
The Sydney Architecture Festival is presented each October by the Board and the Australian Institute 
of Architects in partnership with cultural institutions and event producers across the city in the annual 
celebration of architecture. The Festival includes talks, exhibitions, tours and kids activities all 
focussed on promoting an understanding of architecture. 

Building the Future - Visual Arts and Architecture  
A partnership project between the Board and Object Gallery produced an on- line series of case 
studies focusing on Arts Galleries and their architects.  These case studies link back to the NSW Visual 
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Arts Syllabus and the National Curriculum and include explicit guidance for teachers on how to link 
the study of architecture into the Visual Arts Syllabus in senior high school. 

Building the Future – developing architectural literacy 
The Board, in partnership with the NSW Department of Education and Communities and the Historic 
Houses Trust is trialling an innovative model project to develop children’s connections to architecture 
in their own neighbourhood. 

Home – Architecture lecture Series  
The Board partnered with the Historic Houses Trust to present the inaugural architecture lecture 
series focused home. Architects, historians and sociologists gave a series of fascinating presentations 
on typologies of home and housing in Australia. 
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NSW Architects Registration Board Members 

The Board includes six architects and five members who are not architects:  

Richard Thorp architect appointed by the Minister for Commerce and Board President   

Ingrid Pearson, elected architect member 

Peter Sarlos, elected architect member  

Brian Zulaikha, immediate past president of the Australian Institute of Architects NSW Chapter  

Kirsten Orr, University of Technology Sydney academic architect representative  

Peter Poulet, ex-officio, NSW Government Architect, and elected Deputy President  

Michael Bampton, legal practitioner and partner of the legal firm Henry Davis York – expertise in 
building and construction law  

Marianne Foley, Principal Fire Safety Engineer and Sydney Leader of the consulting firm Arup- 
expertise in the building industry 

Penelope Holloway, General Manager of North Sydney Council  - knowledge and awareness of views 
of local government in respect of the quality of building  

Kerry Robinson, from Landcom, with expertise in the property industry 

Kate St James, is an interior designer and magazine editor - public interest in architectural matters 
and represents the views of home owners as consumers of architectural services 

 

Board Meeting Attendances for Year Ending 30 June 2012 
NAME JUL AUG SEP OCT N0V DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN TOTAL 

R THORP (A/M) � LOA LOA � � � NM � � � � � 9/11 

M BAMPTON (A/M) � � � � � � NM � � � A � 10/11 

M FOLEY � � LOA � � � NM � � � � � 10/11 

B ZULAIKHA (EX-O) � � � � � A NM LOA A � � � 8/11 

P HOLLOWAY LOA LOA � � � � NM � � � � � 9/11 

P MOULD (EX-O) LOA � � � � � NM      5/6 

P POULET        LOA � � � A 3/5 

I PEARSON (E) � � LOA LOA LOA � NM � � � � � 8/11 

K ROBINSON (A/M) � � � � � � NM � � � � � 11/11 

P SARLOS (E) � LOA LOA LOA � � NM A A � � � 6/11 

K ST JAMES LOA � � � LOA � NM LOA LOA LOA LOA LOA 4/11 

H LOCHHEAD 

(deputy for P Mould) 

       �     1/1 

J AGIUS (deputy for 

B Zulaikha) 

       �     1/1 

C PIDCOCK (deputy 

For I Pearson) 

  � � �        3/3 

P WATTS (deputy 

For K St James 

        � � � � 4/4 

 
 
E Elected N/M No Meeting  
Ex-O Ex-Officio LOA Leave Of Absence
A/M Appointed By Minister A Absent  
A/S University Appointee 
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The Board adopted a policy on 16 November 2011 that members are generally not granted a leave of 
absence from attendance at a Board meeting unless overseas or ill. 

An honorarium is paid to each Board member for their board and other related committee work. 
These fees are in line with the policies established by the Premier’s Office.  

The Board meets every third Wednesday of each month.  In addition to monthly board meetings each 
member participates on one or more of the Board’s Standing Committees or Work Groups to oversee 
projects. 
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Board Examiners and Assessors 

The Board draws upon the services of architects to serve as examiners and assessors for the 
Architects Accreditation Council of Australia Architectural Practice Examination, the Review of 
Academic Equivalence for the assessment of architectural qualifications gained overseas, and the 
NSW Built Work Program of Assessment. Fees are paid to examiners assessing candidates for these 
purposes. 

Architectural Practice Examination Panel 
T  Alexander P  Atkin J  Baker S  Bathgate 

M  Bayl-Smith M A  Beattie G  Bensen J  Bilmon 
R Blackmore M Boffa P Briggs G M Brock 
R  Brennan M  Bullen A  Chistiakoff L  Cockburn 
J  Cockings R  Costa J  Delohery R  Edgar 
G  Evans P  Fung P  Gallagher M  Gaston 
C  Goodwin L  Gosling D  Gosper C  Griffiths 
C  Gunton R  Hawkins M  Heath T  Helyar 
D  Holm R  Hudson E  Insausti S  Jamison 
E  Jansen M E  Jones A  Kaplun J  Ladd-Hudson 
M  Levy F  Lewis L  Lim J  Lukazcewicz 
D  Mayes I  McCaig (Convenor) B  McDonald P  McNevin 
J  Moorcroft N  Nicotra S  O’Neill E M  Prineas 
M  Raad J  Rayner P  Reed M   Roberts 
S   Rofail J  Ryan D  Russell J  Schneller 
B  Scott M  Sheldon M  Shoolman B  Sonter 
M  Standley R  Stevens A  Thomas M  Thornton 
A  Tribe D  van der Breggen H  Warren H  Webster 
D  Wilson R  Yuen   
 

NSW Review of Academic Equivalence 
P  Bardsley C  Griffiths P  O’Carrigan M Thornton 

A  Boddy J  Ladd-Hudson M  Pullinger H  Webster 
P  Briggs S  Morgan S Rofail  
 

Built Work Program of Assessment Panel 
J Ladd-Hudson D Russell D van der Breggen 

 

Staff 
K Doyle Registrar 

M Cruz Education, Examination and Scholarships 
N Roberts Accounts  
M Gaffney Administration  
S Abdurahman Projects 
A Earl architectureinsights 
K Murray architectureinsights 
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Contact  

Address and Contact  
 

NSW Architects Registration Board 

Level 2, 156 Gloucester Street 

Sydney NSW 2000 

 

T: 02 9241 4033 

F: 02 9241 6144 

 

E: mail@architects.nsw.gov.au 

W: www.architects.nsw.gov.au 

 

The Board is open for business from 9am to 5pm, Mondays to Fridays. 
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Board Governance 

The work of the Board derives from the objectives and functions of the Board included in the Act. 
There are specific Board delegations outlined in the Act. The operational priorities are identified in the 
Corporate Plan which is reviewed annually. The Board has a Committee structure in place with defined 
responsibilities. The Board has in place a Risk Management Plan which is reviewed and updated by the 
Board twice per year. The Board’s OH&S policy and procedures are reviewed regularly in line with 
relevant legislative procedures.  

The Board maintains appropriate insurances including Workers’ Compensation, Public Liability and 
Contents insurances, Association Liability insurance for the protection of Board Members. These 
insurances are reviewed annually to ensure appropriate cover.  

The Board contracts the services of external consultants to maintain plant (the separate air 
conditioning system) and IT equipment and software. A back-up system for IT records is in place and 
so is a Disaster Recovery Plan that is maintained by our external consultant. The Board maintains and 
updates annually the asset register.  

Independent legal advice is sought as required and accounting services are provided on a consultancy 
basis by the Service First, Department of Finance and Services. Other professional advice is sought on 
an as needs basis. 

Authority for making decisions rests with the Board unless specifically delegated to a Committee or 
the Registrar. There is a financial delegation of $5,000 in place in relation to expenditure by the 
Registrar without referral to the Board. Specification delegations arise out of Board recommendations 
and decisions minuted at each Board meeting.  

The Board currently utilises a risk based audit plan.  While the Board has Ministerial approval to seek 
an exemption from compliance with NSW Treasure Internal Audit and Risk Management Policy 
TPP09-05 at this stage the Board remains part of the DFS Audit and Risk Committee Related Entities 
Sub-Committee which supports the Board’s Governance structure.  

Committees and workgroups 
Under the provisions of S 62 (1) of the Architects Act the Board may establish Committees to assist it 
in connection of any of its functions. And (2) it does not matter that any or all of the members of the 
committee are not members of the Board.  [Note: this provision does not apply to Complaint 
Committees established by the Board]   

Board Committees are supported by the Registrar and staff as appropriate. Generally the Registrar 
attends all Committee and Work Group meetings unless otherwise agreed by the Committee  

As at 30 June 2012 the following Committees were in operation. 

Complaints Committee 
The Complaints Committee oversees the statutory obligations imposed upon the Board relating to 
disciplinary complaints against the conduct of architects, and complaints about individuals, 
corporations and firms representing themselves to be architects.   

Members: Michael Bampton (chair), Marianne Foley, Peter Sarlos, Penelope Holloway, Ingrid Pearson, 
Kerry Robinson, Richard Thorp. 
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Finance and Remuneration Committee 
The Finance and Remuneration Committee oversees the financial management and reporting 
functions to the Board and advises the Board on issues relating to the Registrar’s remuneration.  

Members: Richard Thorp (Chair), Michael Bampton, Kerry Robinson and Peter Mould/Peter Poulet. 

Audit and Risk Committee 
The Audit and Risk Committee oversees and monitors the Board’s governance, risk and control 
frameworks and its external accountability requirements and assists the Board in liaising with the 
Department of Finances and Services Audit and Risk Related Entities Sub-Committee.  

Members: Kerry Robinson, (Chair), Richard Thorp, Penelope Holloway, and Peter Mould/Peter Poulet. 

Work Group to oversee the Board’s response to the Architects Act and Architects 
Regulation 
This Work Group was formed to oversee the Board’s contribution to the review of the Architects Act. 

Members: Michael Bampton (Chair), Richard Thorp, Kerry Robinson, Peter Mould/Peter Poulet, Peter 
Sarlos. 

The Board also establishes Work Group from time to time to oversee specific projects.  

Income  
The Board is entirely funded by fees levied upon architects and architect corporations and firms and 
examination fees. The annual registration fee is $220. There is a one off listing fee of $60 and an 
annual voluntary publication fee of $120 for corporations and firms listing the architect/s responsible 
for the provision of architectural services.  

Fees collected fund the administration of the Board and include contingencies for legal costs, 
development of information for consumers and general administration. The Board administers any 
reserves in the “Architects Fund” to meet the fourth objective identified in the Architects Act 2003 – 
to promote a better understanding of architectural issues in the community. The Board has 
determined that at least nine months of operational funds should be kept in reserve. 

Review of the Architects Act 
The review of the Architects Act by the Minister for Finance and Services was not complete by the 30 
June 2012.  The termination date of the Architects Regulation has been extended until 1 September 
2012.  

Information for architects, consumers and the public 
The Board’s website is the primary means of communicating with the public and the profession. The 
site is regularly updated to reflect legislative and policy changes and has been revamped to include a 
search facility and other general improvements to the functionality of the site.  

The searchable databases containing the NSW Register of Architects and the List of Architect 
Corporations and Firms are available on the Board’s website and are published each year in hard copy 
and electronic formats.  

The Board publishes Information Sheets on the following responsibilities of the Board: 

�� The Architecture Practice Examination 

�� The Built Work Program of Assessment  

�� Illegal representation as an architect 

�� Complaints against Architects 

�� CPD for Architects 

The leaflet Working with an Architect, updated in this reporting year, is an important source of 
information for consumers, and is also available in hard copy and electronic formats.  



 

 

10 � 

Also published are information sheets on procedures for applying for registration and/or re-
registration as an architect, student awards, and the Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships. Application 
forms for all Board processes are published together with “how to apply” information.  

E-newsletters are regularly sent to architects and architect corporations and firms highlighting 
important issues and updates on matters of interest for architects and the general public. All 
newsletters can be downloaded from the Board’s website. 
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National and International Connections 
The Architects Accreditation Council of Australia 

The Architects Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA) is the national organisation responsible for 
establishing, coordinating and advocating national standards for the registration of architects in 
Australia and for the recognition of Australian architects overseas by the relevant Registration 
Authorities. 

AACA is constituted of nominees from each of all the State and Territory Architects' Registration 
Boards in Australia.  The President and Registrar are members of AACA. The President is currently a 
Director of the AACA Executive.  

Key priorities of the AACA include overseeing the review of the process undertaken to determine the 
Academic Equivalence of Overseas Qualifications for the purpose of registration and identifying a 
strategy to move towards common requirements in all jurisdictions for continuing registration.  

The AACA reviews and ratifies the appointment of examiners, assessors and monitors for the Review 
of Academic Equivalence (RAE), Architectural Practice Examination (APE) and the National Program 
of Assessment (NPrA). AACA also facilitates the examination of professional practice throughout 
Australia. On satisfactory completion of the APE, AACA issues a certificate that may be used by a 
State/Territory Board, in addition to their respective legislative requirements, as the basis for 
determining eligibility for registration.   

A Registrars’ Network comprising the Registrars from the State and Territory Registration Boards 
from around Australia shares information and facilitates, within the constraints of respective State and 
Territory legislation, streamlining administrative procedures that must be followed by architects and 
architect corporations across Australia. 
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Statutory Obligations 

Internal Audit and Risk Management Statement 
The NSW Architects Registration Board has internal audit and risk management processes in place 
that are, in all material respects, compliant with the core requirements set out in Treasury Circular 
NSW TC 09/08 Internal Audit and Risk Management Policy. 

Accessing Information from the NSW Architects Registration Board 
Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 

On 1 July 2010, the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (GIPA Act) replaced the 
Freedom of Information Act 1989. The GIPA Act applies to all NSW Government agencies. The new 
right to information system encourages government agencies to release information proactively. The 
new system also makes it easier for individuals to access government and personal information from 
government agencies. 

A review of information proactively released under the GIPA Act was undertaken and the Board 
published a Publication Guide that contains a list of its information and guides and are already 
available on its website.  

Accessing the Board’s documents 
Policies and publications can be accessed from the Board’s website www.architects.nsw.gov.au or by 
contacting the Board’s Registrar. Applications for access to documents under the provisions of the 
GIPA Act must be in writing, either on an application form or by letter, accompanied by the $30 
application fee and sent to the Registrar at Level 2, 156 Gloucester Street Sydney NSW 2000. 

In this reporting year the Board did not receive any applications for access to documents under GIPA 
Act. 

Privacy report 
The Board collects information about architects for the purposes of registration as allowed under the 
provisions of the Architects Act 2003. In doing so, the Board complies with the Privacy and Personal 
Information Protection Act. There have been no requests for privacy reviews in the reporting year. 

Public Interest Disclosures 
There were no disclosures received from any officer of the Board.  No reports were received in 
reference to corrupt conduct, mal-administration, government information and local government 
pecuniary contraventions. 

Multicultural Policies and Services Program 
The Board is advised by the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA) about persons 
whose academic qualifications are obtained overseas and who intend to apply for registration as 
architects in NSW.  AACA is the national organisation responsible for establishing, coordinating and 
advocating national standards for the registration of architects in Australia and for the recognition of 
overseas architects by the relevant Registration Authorities.   Key priorities of the AACA include 
overseeing the review of the process undertaken to determine the Academic Equivalence of Overseas 
Qualifications for the purpose of registration and identifying a strategy to move towards common 
requirements in all jurisdictions for continuing registration.  

The Board acts on behalf of the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia, in assisting overseas 
trained architects to be assimilated into the professional environment in New South Wales. This 
process is facilitated through viva voce interviews with a view to accreditation of overseas gained 
qualifications in terms of equivalence with Australian academic qualifications, and setting of 
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examinations in architectural practice, both being legal prerequisites to registration as an architect.   
When necessary, the Board will engage an accredited NAATI interpreter to assist those who come 
from the non-English speaking background who have difficulty in communicating during the interview.  
The success rate of applicants is relatively high, indicating that the principles of cultural diversity as 
espoused by the Commission are generally being met in this area of the Board’s responsibility. 

The Board is aware of Government policy of commitment to equal employment opportunity, and the 
Principles of Multiculturalism and ensures that these principles are observed in the recruitment and 
management of staff and dealings with the public.   

The Board integrates the Multicultural Policies and Services Program into the Board’s recruitment 
processes.  The administrative office consists of 5 staff members. 

The Board keeps under review the Multicultural Policies and Services Program (MPSP) and takes 
account of the requirement of the Community Relations Commission when developing future 
objectives and strategies 

Board Financial Management Framework 
The Board Financial Management Framework outlines the Board’s financial policies and procedures 
for handling all financial matters in the Board. The Framework is updated regularly to reflect 
Government policies, Directives and Memorandums, Board decisions and relevant policies, and is 
reviewed regularly to incorporate appropriate improvements proposed by staff. 

Public Finance and Audit Regulation 2010 and Annual Reports Legislation " 
Reporting on Payment of Accounts 
In accordance with Clause 13 of the Public Finance and Audit Regulation 2010, the Annual Reports 
Legislation and the NSW Treasurer's Directions (TD 219.01), the Board has a statutory obligation to 
report on the prompt payment of accounts, including disclosure of payment performance as outlined 
in Treasury Circular 06/26 December 2006, and the following information is provided in relation to 
payment of accounts:  

Aged analysis at the end of each quarter - does not include refunds for overpayment of roll fees etc 
and Scholarship monies distributed by the Board on behalf of Trustees 

QUARTER CURRENT (i.e. 
within due 
date) $ 

Less than 30 
days overdue  
$ 

Between 30 
and 60 days 
overdue $ 

Between 60 
and 90 days 
overdue $ 

More than 90 
days overdue 
$ 

September 2011  206,697.05 - - - -
December 2011 385,707.72 - - - -
March 2012 218,210.63 550.91 - - -
June 2012 266,655.35 - - - -
 

Accounts paid on time within each quarter (including refunds, overpayments, scholarship monies etc) 

 Total accounts paid on time* Total amount paid
Quarter Target % Actual % $ $
September 2011 100 100 291,347.05 291,347.05
December 2011 100 100 415,582.72 415,582.72
March 2012 100 99 237,965.63 238,516.54
June 2012 100 100 315,885.35 315,885.35
 

Payments made outside the payment terms were as a result of the office being closed over the 
Christmas period. 

Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies) Regulation 2010 
In accordance with the Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies) Regulation 2010 (469), Clause 10(2) (a) the 
following information is provided in relation to the production of this Annual Report: 

1.� Number of copies printed – 100 
2.� Average cost of producing each copy - $60 
Annual reports are published in the Board’s website. 
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Registration as an architect in NSW 

Qualifications for admission to the Register 
Uniform minimum standards of education and training have been adopted by all States and Territories 
in Australia for registration as an architect.  These are the five-years of study from an Australian 
university or its equivalent, an approved period of practical experience and successful completion of 
the AACA Architectural Practice Examination (APE).  These standards are agreed nationally by the 
AACA which is a company limited by Guarantee. The Members of the AACA include the Chair and 
Registrar of each Architect Registration Board in each State and Territory in Australia.  

Approved academic qualifications 
In New South Wales the schools of architecture of the Universities of Newcastle, New South Wales, 
Sydney and the University of Technology, Sydney offer approved courses leading to the Master of 
Architecture degree, being the academic qualification prescribed by the Act.   

Academic courses from NSW universities are reviewed by the Australia and New Zealand Process for 
Accreditation of Architecture Programs, owned by the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia 
and the Australian Institute of Architects.  Under this process, National Visiting Panels provide 
recommendations regarding the accreditation of qualifications to the Board for a maximum period of 
five years.  

Architectural Practice Examination (APE) 
The final qualification for registration as an architect in NSW is the successful completion of the 
Architectural Practice Examination, established by AACA and administered by the State/Territory 
Registration Boards.  In New South Wales 224 candidates were admitted to the examination and 148 
were successful for the period 1 July 2011 to 30 June 2012. 

Mutual Recognition 
Providing a registrant is in good standing, this Act facilitates freedom of movement of architects 
registered in other States and Territories of Australia between the respective jurisdictions.  The Board 
normally approves an applicant for registration in New South Wales on completion of the prescribed 
application form and payment of the annual registration fee.  In the reporting year, 48 interstate 
architects were admitted to the NSW Register under the terms of the Mutual Recognition Act. 

Trans Tasman Mutual Recognition Agreement (TTMRA) 
As a result of the Federal Government’s passage of legislation mirroring that of the New Zealand 
Government, the TTMRA allows mutual recognition of registration between Australia and New 
Zealand.  In the reporting year 1 architect from New Zealand was admitted to the NSW Register under 
the terms of the TTMRA. 

Built Work Program of Assessment (BWPrA) 
The BWPrA is a program of assessment conducted by the Board for persons who do not have the 
tertiary academic qualification in architecture and who wish to apply for registration as an architect in 
NSW.  The BWPrA is based on a person’s ability to demonstrate defined competencies from a 
complex built project in Australia.  Six applications for admission into the program were received by 
the Board in the reporting year and four candidates successfully completed the program. 
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Profile of architects in NSW 

Number of registrants  
2007 2008 200 2010 2011  2012

3769 3907 4000 4168 4289  4276
Practicing /Non-Practising  3544 / 732

 

New enrollments 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011  2012

215 244 203 233 182  212
 

Qualification of New Registrants 2009 – 2010 2010 – 2011 2011 – 2012

Qualified in NSW 132 99 106
Qualified in Interstate schools 15 14 12
National Program of Assessment 1 2 2
NZ/Singapore/HK graduates 3 2 11
Qualified from overseas schools 23 9 29
Mutual Recognition Act (Interstate) 54 50 48
TTMRA (New Zealand) 3 3 1
Temporary Registration (NSW ) 0 3 3
Total 231 182 212
 

Location of registrants 
 NSW ACT QLD VIC SA WA TAS NT O’SEAS

Prac 3065 56 153 120 18 13 10 6 103
NonPrac 618 7 28 24 6 7 - - 42
Total 3683 63 181 144 24 20 10 6 145
 

 Full Registration Non-Practising 

Age range M F Total M F Total
90 + 0 0 0 4 0 4
80 to 89 11 0 11 60 3 62
70 to 79 143 6 149 158 11 169
60 to 69 634 37 674 218 25 243
50 to 59 847 149 996 79 19 98
40 to 49 625 282 907 43 47 90
30 to 39 453 298 751 20 37 57
20 to 29 27 30 57 3 6 9
Total 2741 803 29% 3544 585 148 733
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Architect Corporations and Firms 
Part 2 Division 2 Section 11 of the NSW Architects Act states that a company or business must have a 
nominated architect/s responsible for the provision of architectural services in order to be considered 
as an architect corporation or firm.   

Corporations and firms are active if there is at least one nominated architect whose name appears on 
the current NSW Register of Architects.  A corporation or firm that does not have a nominated 
architect is considered inactive until a new nomination is received by the Board. 

Corporations and Firms in NSW  
Number of Corp/Firms listed since 09/04 1670

Number of active Corp/Firms as at 30 June 2012 1306
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Complaints against the professional conduct of 
architects 

There were eight matters received in the previous reporting year that were carried over into this 
reporting year.  Six matters were dismissed, one matter is ongoing and in one matter the Architect 
was found guilty of unsatisfactory professional conduct. 

Pragati Goswami, Registration Number 6607 
�� In respect to the Complaint against the professional conduct of Pragati Goswami, the Board finds 

that pursuant to section 43(4) the Architect is guilty of unsatisfactory professional conduct.  

�� Further that under the provisions of S 43 (4) (e) the architect provides to the Board pro-formas of 
documents used in practice management for Board approval in regard to compliance with the 
NSW Architects Code of Professional Conduct. 

�� The decision in relation to this matter will be placed upon the Register of Disciplinary action that 
the Board is bound to keep under the provisions of S 55 of the Act.   

In the reporting year, nine complaints against the professional conduct of architects were investigated 
by the Board.  Four matters were dismissed, four matters are ongoing and in one matter the Architect 
was found guilty of unsatisfactory professional conduct. 

Roderick McDonald Registration Number 7619 
�� That in respect to the Complaint against the professional conduct of Roderick McDonald, 

Nominated Architect for Chateau Constructions, pursuant to S 43 (4) the Board finds the architect 
guilty of unsatisfactory professional conduct in that he breached his obligations under Section 7 of 
the NSW Architects Code of Professional Conduct to have a proper agreement in place.  

�� In respect of the Complaint regarding the supervision of staff and the changes to the plans the 
Board finds that the Complaint has not been made out and dismisses these parts of the Complaint. 

�� The Board orders that the Architect reports back to the Board within 3 months of the date of the 
decision taking effect as to how he has rectified the issue of the retainer agreement reflecting the 
requirements of the Architect's Code of Professional Conduct. In particular, he should provide 
evidence as to how formal advice is given to clients and potential clients on the role of the 
architect and the role of the builder and how the agreements have been amended to reflect this 
advice.   
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Offences relating to the practice of architecture 
Section 9 and 10 of the Act 

The use of the title ‘architect’ is protected by the Architects Act 2003, and can only be used by 
persons who are on the NSW Register of Architects.  If architectural services are provided by a 
corporation or firm, then the entity must have nominated at least one person who is responsible for 
the architectural services provided. This person or persons (known as the ‘nominated architect/s’) 
must be on the NSW Register of Architects. 

Architects have professional qualifications, completed a period of practical experience in architecture 
and have passed the Architectural Practice Examination before applying to be enrolled on the NSW 
Register. Architects are bound by the NSW Architects Code of Professional Conduct (Architect 
Regulation 2004). Architects must maintain professional indemnity insurance appropriate to the 
services they provide and must undertake a minimum of 20 hours of continuing professional 
education in each year.  

The Board has no jurisdiction over investigating the conduct of persons providing design services if 
they are not architects.  

The Board expresses no view about the quality of design services provided by architects and others, 
but endeavours to ensure that consumers’ choices on providers of building design services are based 
upon accurate information about the registration status of the service provider. The pamphlet 
Working with an Architect is published by the Board to guide consumers on the architects’ roles and 
obligations to their clients, and vice versa, the role of the clients to assist the realisation of their 
project. The Board’s on line searchable database of architect and architect corporations is also used 
by the public to confirm the status of a person or corporation or firm. 

The Board investigates reports of persons or entity reportedly representing themselves or others as 
architects, and monitors classified advertising to check compliance with S 9 and 10 of the Architects 
Act.  In cases where a potential breach is identified, the individual or entity is given the opportunity to 
remedy the matter. Where the representation isn’t remedied, the Board may take action against the 
individual or entity in the Local Court. 

No. of Investigations 90

Complied 71
Outstanding/ongoing 19
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Annual Report 
2011-2012 

Scholarships and awards 

Architect’s Medallion 
The Architect’s Medallion is awarded annually by the Board to a graduate in architecture in this State 
who has achieved distinction throughout the last two years of the Bachelor of Architecture course.  
Four candidates were nominated by the respective Heads of the four schools of architecture in NSW. 

The 2011 Architects Medallion was awarded to Ricci Block, a graduate of the University of New South 
Wales. 

NSW Graduating Students Exhibition 
The Board is a major supporter of the graduating students’ exhibitions in each of the four schools of 
architecture in universities in NSW.  The sum of $5,000 was donated to each School.  

Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships (BHTS) 
2011 marked the 60th anniversary of the Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships.  The BHTS is 
bequeathed by the Estate of the late Byera Hadley and are administered by the NSW Architects 
Registration Board to enable winners to undertake “a course of study, research or other activity 
approved by the Board as contributing to the advancement of architecture”.  Scholarships are open to 
graduates of the four schools of architecture in New South Wales and those who are currently 
enrolled as students in a course offered by of the four schools of architecture in New South Wales. 

Emerging Architects Exchange Program with The London Architecture Foundation  
In celebration of the 60th anniversary of the first award of the Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarship the 
Board partnered with The Architecture Foundation, London to present the Emerging Architects 
Exchange The programme aimed to identify, exchange and promote the best new architects from 
both countries through developing networks, dialogue and cultural exchange that allow for the 
sharing of new ideas and new practices. Through an open submission process, NSW identified three 
exciting emerging architects who acted as ambassadors for the architectural scenes in Australia and 
participated in coordinated activities including public lectures, workshops, studio and site visits, along 
with other networking opportunities in the United Kingdom.   The Sydney architects were Matthew 
Chan, Hannah Tribe and Andrew Burns. 

The 2011 winners and their respective projects are: 

Christopher Richard Johnson (Graduate Winner) 
The Role of Architects in Indian Slum Renewal Through the Use of Spatial Information Technologies 

Kieran McInerney (Graduate Winner) 
Big City Life:  The Shared Pleasures of High Density Housing 

Duncan Corrigal (Graduate Winner) 
Outside the Square 

Michael Chapman (Graduate Winner) 
de-Relics:  Tracing the Cycles of Industrialization in Northern European Urbanism and Renewal 

Jessica Patterson (Student Winner) 
Urban Renewal and the Creative Industries 

Hang Po Boris To (Student Winner) 
Breaking the Heritage-Gentrification Nexus through Architecture, Landscape and Urban Design: The 
Case of the White Bay Power Station 

 
























































