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At a glance 

 
 
The NSW Architects Registration Board administers the Architects Act 2003, the legislation 
regulating architects in NSW. The Board’s key role is to protect consumers of architectural services.  
 
The Board; 
– maintains an accurate Register of Architects and a List of Architect Corporations and Firms; 

– operates a fair, effective, and open procedure for investigating and hearing complaints;  

– sanctions architects who breach the Architects Act and individuals or firms who represent 
themselves as an architect when they are not entitled to do so; 

– conducts examinations for registration as an architect; 

– administers scholarships and awards; 

– promotes a better understanding of architectural issues in the broader community.  
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NSW Architects Registration Board Members 

The Board includes six architects, and five members who are not architects:  
 
Richard Thorp  architect appointed by the Minister for Finance, and Board President   
Peter Poulet   NSW Government Architect, and elected Deputy President  
Matthew Pullinger  immediate past president of the Australian Institute of Architects NSW Chapter  
Catherine Lassen  architect representative from the University of New South Wales 
Sue Weatherley  representing the views of local government in respect of the quality of building  
Peter Salhani  representing the views of home owners as consumers of architectural services 
Milly Brigden  representing the view of the property industry  
Sam Elmir  representing the views of the building industry 
Matthew Curll  legal practitioner  
Ingrid Pearson  elected architect member 
Nigel Bell   elected architect member  
 
Board Meeting Attendances for Year Ending 30 June 2014 
NAME JUL AUG SEP OCT N0V DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN TOTAL 

R THORP (A/M) √ √ √ √ √ √ N/M √ √ √ √ √  

P POULET (ExO) √ √ A √ √ √ N/M A √ A Y √  

I PEARSON  (E) √ √ √ √ √ √ N/M √ √ √ √ A  

N BELL  (E) LOA √ √ √ √ √ N/M A √ √ √ √  

M PULLINGER (ExO) √ √ √ √ √ √ N/M √ √ A √ A  

C LASSEN (A/S) √ √ √ √ √ √ N/M A √ √ √ √  

S ELMIR (A/M) √ √ A A √ A N/M √ √ √ √ √  

M CURLL (A/M) √ √ √ A √ Y N/M √ √ √ A √  

M BRIGDEN (A/M) √ √ √ A A √ N/M √ √ A √ √  

P HOLLOWAY (A/M) √ √ √ √          

P SALHANI (A/M) √ √ √ √ √ √ N/M √ √ √ √ √  

S WEATHERLEY (A/M)            √  
P SARLOS (Deputy for N. 
Bell) 

√       √      

DARLENE VAN DER 
BREGGEN (Deputy for  
P Poulet) 

         √    

CAROLINE PIDCOCK 
(Deputy for I. Pearson) 

            
√ 

 

 
E Elected N/M No Meeting  
Ex-O Ex-Officio LOA Leave Of Absence 
A/M Appointed By Minister A Absent  
A/S University Appointee  

 

The Board adopted a policy on 16 November 2011 that members are generally not granted a leave of 
absence from attendance at a Board meeting unless overseas or ill. 
 
An honorarium is paid to each Board member for their Board and other related committee work.  
These fees are in line with the policies established by the Premier’s Office for the 2013/2014 period.  
The Board meets on the third Wednesday of each month.  In addition to monthly board meetings 
each member participates on one or more of the Board’s Standing Committees or Work Groups to 
oversee projects. 



 

 

5  

Board Examiners and Assessors 

The Board draws upon the services of architects to serve as examiners and assessors for the AACA 
Architectural Practice Examination, the Review of Academic Equivalence for the assessment of 
architectural qualifications gained overseas, for accrediting APEC Architects, and for the NSW Built 
Work Program of Assessment. Fees are paid to examiners assessing candidates for these purposes. 

Architectural Practice Examination Panel  
T Alexander P Gallagher J Ladd-Hudson M Roberts 
J Baker M Gaston M P Levy S Rofail 
M Bayl Smith B Giles F Lewis D Russell 
M A Beattie L Gosling L Lim J Ryan 
G Bensen P Gosling K Loseby G Saborido  
J Bilmon D Gosper J Lukazcewicz J Schneller 
R Blackmore C Griffiths C Macdonald B L Scott 
M Boffa C Gunton D Mayes M Sheldon 
P J Briggs R Hawkins I McCaig,  Convenor M Shoolman 
G M Brock M Heath B McDonald B Sonter 
R Brennan T Helyar P McLeod M Standley 
T Browne D Holm P McNevin R Stevens 
M Bullen R Hudson D Moon A Thomas 
R Cahill G Humphrey J Moorcroft M Thornton 
A Chistiakoff E Insausti N Nicotra A Tribe 
L Cockburn J Jackson S O’Neill D Vander Breggen 
J Cockings S J Jamison G Podniesinski H Webster 
R Costa M Jones E M Prineas D Wilson 
J Delohery M E Jones M Raad R Yuen 
R Edgar C M Jones J F Rayner  
P Fung A Kaplun P Reed  

 

   

 

NSW Review of Academic Equivalence  
P  Bardsley C  Griffiths M  Pullinger H Webster 
A  Boddy J  Ladd-Hudson G Reinmuth  
M Bayl Smith S  Morgan S Rofail  
P  Briggs P  O’Carrigan M Thornton  
 

Built Work Program of Assessment Panel  
J Ladd-Hudson D Russell M Boffa B McDonald 
 



 

 

6  

Board Governance 

NSW Architects Registration Board Governance Statement  
The work of the Board derives from the objectives and functions of the Board included in the Act. 
There are specific Board delegations outlined in the Act. The operational priorities are identified in 
the Corporate Plan which is reviewed and renewed as appropriate on an annual basis. The Board has 
a Committee structure in place with defined responsibilities.  
 
The Board’s Work Safe policy and procedures are updated in line with relevant legislative 
procedures every three years.   
 
The Board maintains appropriate insurances including Workers’ Compensation, Public Liability and 
Contents insurance and Association Liability insurance for the protection of Board Members. These 
insurances are reviewed annually to ensure appropriate cover.  
 
The Board contracts the services of external consultants to maintain plant (the separate air 
conditioning system) and IT equipment and software. A backup system for IT records is in place and 
so is a Disaster Recovery Plan that is maintained by an external consultant. The Board maintains and 
updates the asset register on an annual basis.  
 
Independent legal advice is sought as required and accounting services are provided on a 
consultancy basis by Service First, Department of Finance and Services. Other professional advice is 
sought on an as needs basis. 
 
Authority for making decisions rests with the Board unless specifically delegated to a Committee or 
the Registrar as outlined in the Board’s Delegations Framework. There is a financial delegation of 
$5,000 in place in relation to expenditure by the Registrar without referral to the Board. 
Specification delegations arise out of Board recommendations and decisions are minuted at each 
Board meeting.  

Board Financial Management Framework 
The Board Financial Management Framework outlines the Board’s financial policies and procedures 
for handling all financial matters in the Board. The Framework is updated regularly to reflect 
Government policies, Directives and Memorandums, Board decisions and relevant policies, and is 
reviewed regularly to incorporate appropriate improvements proposed by staff. 

Committees and workgroups 
The Board has established a number of Committees.  
 
Under the provisions of S 62 (1) of the Architects Act The Board may establish Committees to assist 
it in connection of any of its functions. And (2) It does not matter that any or all of the members of 
the committee are not members of the Board.  [Note: this provision does not apply to Complaint 
Committees established by the Board]   
 
Board Committees are supported by the Registrar and staff as appropriate. As at 30 June 2014 the 
following Committees were in operation; 
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Complaints Committee 
The Complaints Committee oversees the statutory obligations imposed upon the Board relating to 
disciplinary complaints against the conduct of architects, and complaints about individuals,  
corporations and firms representing themselves to be architects.   
 
Members: Matthew Curll (Chair), Milly Brigden, Peter Salhani, Ingrid Pearson, Nigel Bell, Sam Elmir, 
Richard Thorp, Matthew Pullinger. 

Finance and Remuneration Committee 
The Finance and Remuneration Committee oversees the financial management and reporting 
functions to the Board and advises the Board on issues relating to the Registrar’s remuneration.  
 
Members: Penny Holloway (Chair 2013-2014), Richard Thorp and Peter Poulet. 
*As at September 2014, Sue Weatherley was appointed Chair 
 

Audit and Risk Committee 
The Audit and Risk Committee oversees and monitors the Board’s governance, risk and control 
frameworks and its external accountability requirements and assists the Board in liaising with the 
Department of Finance and Services Audit and Risk Related Entities Sub-Committee.  
 
Members: Richard Thorp (Chair), Penny Holloway, and Peter Poulet. 
 
Income  
The Board is entirely funded by fees levied upon architects and architect corporations and firms and 
examination fees.  
 
Fees collected fund the administration of the Board and include contingencies for legal costs, 
development of information for consumers and general administration. The Board administers any 
reserves in the “Architects Fund” to meet the fourth objective identified in the Architects Act 2003 – 
to promote a better understanding of architectural issues in the community. The Board has 
determined that at least nine months of operational funds should be kept in reserve. 
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Registering Architects 

Qualifications for admission to the Register 
Uniform minimum standards of education and training have been adopted by all States and 
Territories in Australia for registration as an architect.  These are the five-years of study from an 
Australian university or its equivalent, an approved period of practical experience and successful 
completion of the AACA Architectural Practice Examination (APE).  These standards are agreed 
nationally by the AACA which is a company limited by Guarantee. The Members of the AACA include 
the Chair and Registrar of each Architect Registration Board in each State and Territory in Australia.  
 
Approved academic qualifications 
Four universities in New South Wales offer approved courses leading to the Master of Architecture 
degree, being the academic qualification prescribed by the Act. These courses are offered at the 
schools of architecture at the Universities of Newcastle, New South Wales, Sydney and the University 
of Technology, 
  
Academic courses from NSW universities are reviewed by the Australia and New Zealand Process for 
Accreditation of Architecture Programs, owned by the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia 
and the Australian Institute of Architects.  Under this process, National Visiting Panels provide 
recommendations regarding the accreditation of qualifications to the Board for a maximum period 
of five years.  
 
Architectural Practice Examination (APE) 
The final qualification for registration as an architect in NSW is the successful completion of the 
Architectural Practice Examination, established by AACA and administered by the State/Territory 
Registration Boards.  In New South Wales 242 candidates were admitted to the examination and 184 
were successful for the period 1 July 2013 to 30 June 2014. 
 
Mutual Recognition 
Providing a registrant is in good standing, this Act facilitates freedom of movement of architects 
registered in other States and Territories of Australia between the respective jurisdictions.  The 
Board normally approves an applicant for registration in New South Wales on completion of the 
prescribed application form and payment of the annual registration fee.  In the reporting year, 67 
interstate architects were admitted to the NSW Register under the terms of the Mutual Recognition 
Act. 
 
Trans Tasman Mutual Recognition Agreement (TTMRA) 
As a result of the Federal Government’s passage of legislation mirroring that of the New Zealand 
Government, the TTMRA allows mutual recognition of registration between Australia and New 
Zealand.  In the reporting year 4 architects from New Zealand were admitted to the NSW Register 
under the terms of the TTMRA. 
 
Built Work Program of Assessment (BWPrA) 
The BWPrA is a program of assessment conducted by the Board for persons who do not have the 
tertiary academic qualification in architecture and who wish to apply for registration as an architect 
in NSW.  The BWPrA is based on a person’s ability to demonstrate defined competencies from a 
complex built project in Australia.  Six applications for admission into the program were received by 
the Board in the reporting year and 2 candidates successfully completed the program. 
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So what’s new? 

Review of the Architects Act 
The Report of the Statutory Review of the Architects Act 2003 was received by Parliament in 
December 2010. However a Bill to formally amend the Act in relation to the amendments 
recommended in the Report is yet to be presented to Parliament.  
 
The drafting of this Amendment Bill was pending the completion of the review into licensing in NSW 
conducted by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Review (IPART).  The final IPART report, 
which is expected to contain a final position on the registration of architects in NSW, is due to be 
released in late 2014.  
  
IPART's final report will then be considered together with the minor amendments flowing from the 
2010 statutory review. Proposals for any necessary amendments to the Architects Act 2003 will be 
formulated for the Minister's consideration.  
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Profile of architects registered in NSW 

Number of registrants  
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013  2014 

4000 4168 4289 4276 4064  4487 
Practicing /Non-Practising   3706 / 781 

 

New enrolments 
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013  2014 

203 233 182 212 164  319 
 

Qualification of New Registrants 2011 – 2012 2012 – 2013 2013-2014 

Qualified in NSW 106 84 193 
Qualified in Interstate schools 12 10 21 
National Program of Assessment 2 2 2 
NZ/Singapore/HK graduates 11 3 11 
Qualified from overseas schools 29 13 21 
Mutual Recognition Act (Interstate) 49 41 67 
TTMRA (New Zealand) 1 5 4 
Temporary Registration (NSW ) 1 3 0 
Total 213 164 319 
 

Location of Registrants 

 NSW ACT NT QLD SA TAS VIC WA O’SEAS 

Prac 3160 53 7 167 17 12 144 10 136 

NonPrac 639 9 - 35 8 1 25 7 57 

 

 

 Full Registration Non-Practising 

Age range M F  Total M F Total 
90 + 1 0  1 4 0 4 
80 to 89 12 0  12 57 4 61 
70 to 79 162 5  167 192 15 207 
60 to 69 625 50  675 206 26 232 
50 to 59 781 170  949 76 18 94 
40 to 49 657 308  965 49 52 101 
30 to 39 504 326  830 26 47 73 
20 to 29 64 43  107 4 5 9 
Total 2804 902 31% 3706 614 167 781 
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Architect Corporations and Firms 
Part 2 Division 2 Section 11 of the NSW Architects Act states that a company or business must have a 
nominated architect/s responsible for the provision of architectural services in order to be 
considered as an architect corporation or firm.   
 
Corporations and firms are active if there is at least one nominated architect whose name appears on 
the current NSW Register of Architects.  A corporation or firm that does not have a nominated 
architect is considered inactive until a new nomination is received by the Board. 

Corporations and Firms in NSW  
Number of active Corp/Firms as at 30 June 2014   
-  

             1337 
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Protecting consumers  

Complaints against the professional conduct of architects 
Twelve matters were received in this reporting year.  Four matters were dismissed, and in two 
matters the Architect was found guilty of unsatisfactory professional conduct. 

Carl Salim 
In respect to the Complaint by the NSW Architects Registration Board against the Architect Carl 
Salim, the Board finds that pursuant to section 43 (4) of the Architects Act he is guilty of 
unsatisfactory professional conduct in that he failed to apply adequate judgment and care in the 
practice of architecture by allowing his electronic signature to be inserted on important documents 
of a client/third party that were crucial to a Development Application to Council that caused his 
relationship to ZTA to be misrepresented. 
 
Having regard to the Architect’s explanation of the circumstances, his prior conduct and contribution 
to the profession, the fact he did not personally benefit from the conduct, his contrition, and the 
likelihood that this will not occur again, pursuant to section 43 (4) (a) of the Act the Board orders 
that the Architect is reprimanded. 

Michael Blakeney 
In respect of the complaint against the professional conduct of Michael Blakeney, the Board finds 
that pursuant to Section 43 (4) of the Act, the Architect is guilty of unsatisfactory professional 
conduct. 
 
That pursuant to Section 34 (c) the Architect: 
Breached Section 9 of the Architects Act by providing architectural services from 1 April 2009 until 
31 March 2013 while not on the NSW Register of Architects. 
 
Breached Clause 16 of the NSW Architects Code of Professional Conduct by not maintaining 
professional indemnity insurance appropriate to the services provided from 1 April 2009 until 29 
April 2013. 
 
Breached Clause 7 of the NSW Architects Code of Professional Conduct by not having an architect-
client agreement in place when he provided services in 2010. 
 
Further, pursuant to section 43 (4) (g) of the Architects Act the Board orders that the Architect: 
 
Pay a fine of 36 penalty points in total for continuing to provide architectural services while not on 
the NSW Register of Architects from 1 April 2009 until 31 March 2013, and in respect of his failure to 
maintain a policy of professional indemnity insurance between 1 April 2009 and 29 April 2013. 
 
Pay a fine of 6 penalty points in respect of his failure to have an architect-client agreement in place 
when providing services to Mr May in 2010. 
 
A balance of 18 penalty points in total, is stayed.  If the Architect re-offends in relation to any 
category of offence then all 18 stayed penalty points become immediately payable. 
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Offences relating to the practice of architecture 
Section 9 and 10 of the Act 

The use of the title ‘architect’ is protected by the Architects Act 2003, and can only be used by 
persons who are on the NSW Register of Architects.  If architectural services are provided by a 
corporation or firm, then the entity must have nominated at least one person who is responsible for 
the architectural services provided. This person or persons (known as the ‘nominated architect/s’) 
must be on the NSW Register of Architects. 
 
Architects have professional qualifications, completed a period of practical experience in 
architecture and have passed the Architectural Practice Examination before applying to be enrolled 
on the NSW Register. Architects are bound by the NSW Architects Code of Professional Conduct 
(Architects Regulation 2012). Architects must maintain professional indemnity insurance appropriate 
to the services they provide and must undertake a minimum of 20 hours of continuing professional 
education in each year.  
 
The Board has no jurisdiction over investigating the conduct of persons providing design services if 
they are not architects.  
 
The Board expresses no view about the quality of design services provided by architects and others, 
but endeavours to ensure that consumers’ choices on providers of building design services are based 
upon accurate information about the registration status of the service provider. The pamphlet 
Working with an Architect is published by the Board to guide consumers on the architects’ roles and 
obligations to their clients, and vice versa, the role of the clients to assist the realisation of their 
project. The Board’s online searchable database of architects and architect corporations is also used 
by the public to confirm the status of a person or corporation or firm. 
 
The Board investigates reports of persons or entities reportedly representing themselves or others 
as architects, and monitors classified advertising to check compliance with Section 9 and 10 of the 
Architects Act.  In cases where a potential breach is identified, the individual or entity is given the 
opportunity to remedy the matter. Where the representation isn’t remedied, the Board may take 
action against the individual or entity in the Local Court. 
 
No. of Investigations   216 
Complied 191 
Ongoing 
Not contactable      
 

9 
16 
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Informing the public 

The Board has an obligation to provide general advice to the consumers of architectural services 
with respect to the ethics and standards of professional competence that are generally expected of 
architects. To do this, the Board uses straight forward language and contemporary communication 
platforms to ensure complex professional and regulatory processes are better understood to reduce 
the chance of misunderstanding later on. 

Story of an architectural project 
To inform the public and potential consumers of architecture services about the complexity of 
construction, the value and cost saving aspects of good design, the different role of professionals 
and occupations in the realisation of a project. Intended as an online resource to those considering 
renovating or building a new home, a short video package will document the journey of a home 
owner, their experiences and the final result. Commenced in late 2013, this project will be released 
later in 2014.  

Social media 
The Board maintains a comprehensive web presence to ensure information and resources can be 
accessed at any time. A strong emphasis is placed on easily downloadable material in the form of 
pdf publications found on the website. In addition to the Board’s website, the Board maintains the 
following web platforms; 
 
Architecture Insights:    29,000 visits during the reporting period 
Facebook:    230 followers 
Twitter (@ArchInsights):   350 followers 
 
The Board aims to significantly increase its public engagement through social media and web 
resources in the 2014/2015 year. 
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Promoting architecture 

The Board provides information to the NSW public in order to promote architectural issues in the 
community, and to ensure consumers of architectural services are informed so their rights can be 
better protected. To do this, the Board partners with industry, not for profit organisations and 
professional peak bodies to deliver public programs that inform, engage and educate, including; 
 
Sydney Architecture Festival (SAF) 2013 
The Sydney Architecture Festival is presented in October/November each year by the Board in 
partnership with the Australian Institute of Architects, key cultural institutions and event producers 
across the city in the annual celebration of architecture. The Festival includes talks, exhibitions, tours 
and kids activities all focussed on promoting an understanding of architecture. In 2013/2014 the SAF 
website attracted around 33,600 visits. Highlights of the 2013 Festival included; 
 
Pearls of Granville - a unique guided tour of the rich architectural and social history of Granville in 
Western Sydney (from the late 1880s to the present). Idiosyncratic and iconoclastic, Pearls of 
Granville was a rich exploration of selected architectural wonders; aesthetic and cultural transition 
and related community history. Pearls of Granville showcased buildings of recognised and recorded 
architectural and cultural significance as well as revealing the secrets of buildings usually known only 
to locals.  
 
Super Sydney Colloquium: culture and the city  
Super Sydney invited Sydneysiders to propose transformational projects for their area.  40 selected 
ideas were displayed at a colloquium to stimulate and support a panel discussion on the economic, 
symbolic, cultural and evolving power of the Sydney Opera House and the potential for similar 
projects in Sydney’s urban growth. 

www.architectureinsights.com.au 
The Board continues to develop one of the only contributor-driven websites in NSW dedicated to 
discussion around architecture, design and urban planning via its www.architectureinsights.com.au. 
As one of the Board’s primary conduits to connect with the general public, students, architects and 
others with information about architecture and events, collaborations and debate about architecture 
and the built environment in NSW, the site attracted more than 25,550 visits in 2013/2014. 
 
MADE by the Opera House 
In honour of the Opera House’s 40th Birthday celebrations in October 2013, the Sydney Opera House 
Trust, Arup, Steensen Varming, NSW Architects Registration Board and The Bikuben Foundation 
have agreed to fund and develop a 6-week student exchange programme in order to promote 
Australian and Danish relations through cross-disciplinary interaction between engineering, 
architecture and design (of the built environment) students.   
 
This ten year programme commenced in 2014.  The completion of the programme will coincide with 
the 50th anniversary of the opening of Sydney Opera House. 

Architect’s Medallion 
The Architect’s Medallion is awarded annually by the Board to a graduate in architecture in NSW 
who has achieved distinction throughout the last two years of the Master of Architecture course.  
Four candidates were nominated by the respective Heads of the four schools of architecture in NSW. 
The 2013 Architects Medallion was awarded to Christopher Mullaney, a graduate of the University of 
Newcastle. 

http://www.architectureinsights.com.au/�
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NSW Graduating Students Exhibition 
The Board is a major supporter of the graduating students’ exhibitions in each of the four schools of 
architecture in NSW universities.  The sum of $5,000 was donated to each School.  

Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships (BHTS) 
The Board has awarded the Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships for more than sixty years.  The 
BHTS is bequeathed by the Estate of the late Byera Hadley. The Trust is managed by the Trust 
Company and administered by the NSW Architects Registration Board to enable winners to 
undertake a course of study, research or other activity approved by the Board as contributing to the 
advancement of architecture.  Scholarships are open graduates of the four schools of architecture in 
New South Wales and those who are currently enrolled as students in an architecture course offered 
by the four schools of architecture in New South Wales. 
 
The 2013 student scholars are; Peter Nguyen, Troung Khanh Duy Le, Kevin Liu, Amalia Mayor and 
Samuel Butler. 
 
The 2013 graduate scholars are: Anita Morandini, Rachel Couper, Guy Luscombe, Sean Bryen and 
Daniel Spence. 
 
Their respective projects include; 
 
Anita Morandini 
Integrated Urbanism: delivering innovative, interconnected solutions in the development of complex 
urban environments  
Integrated urbanism is a strategic mode of practice best applied to projects that cannot be readily 
resolved with traditional linear analytical approaches, but instead require a more collaborative, inter-
disciplinary and integrated approach. 
 
Rachel Couper 
The architectural nature of the Zoo 
An historical study of zoological architecture and the role it has played in shaping and confirming 
cultural attitudes towards the natural world. Case studies such as the Jardin des Plantes in Paris, 
zoos in London, Berlin, New York, Washington and the Bronx, as well as the Tiergarten in Hamburg 
will help to understand how these older models are influencing our perceptions today. 
 
Guy Luscombe 
New Architecture for the new aged 
A project to visit, analyse and document innovative, contemporary and architecturally significant 
environments for the aged, including European models for housing and caring for older people at 
different levels of need. 
 
Sean Bryen 
Uncovering Late Gothic Building Praxis 
A high tech survey of selected examples of German and Germanic Late Gothic church architecture 
with a particular focus on the highly elaborate vaulting of the period. Using virtual reality panorama 
photography and laser measurement, to study and document the design and building methods used 
by stonemason-architects of the period through parametric digital modelling.  
 
Daniel Spence 
Utopia Forgot:  Learning from the Megastructure 
It aims to study how the development of transport infrastructure and public attitudes towards it has 
influenced the growth and organisation of the megastructure as typology.  This is a typology that 
seems very relevant given the number of megastructural urban propositions being put forward as 
solution to Sydney’s urban planning woes. 
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National and International Connections 
The Architects Accreditation Council of Australia 

The Architects Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA) is the national organisation responsible for 
establishing, coordinating and advocating national standards for the registration of architects in 
Australia and for the recognition of Australian architects overseas by the relevant Registration 
Authorities. 
 
AACA is constituted of nominees from each of all the State and Territory Architects Registration 
Boards in Australia.  The President and Registrar of the Architects Registration Board are members 
of the AACA. The President, Richard Thorp, is currently the President of the AACA.  
 
Key priorities of the AACA include overseeing the review of the process undertaken to determine the 
Academic Equivalence of Overseas Qualifications for the purpose of registration and supporting a 
move towards common requirements in all jurisdictions for continuing registration.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
The AACA reviews and ratifies the appointment of examiners and assessors and monitors the Review 
of Academic Equivalence (RAE), Architectural Practice Examination (APE) and the National Program 
of Assessment (NPrA). AACA also facilitates the examination of professional practice throughout 
Australia. On satisfactory completion of the APE, an applicant may apply for registration at a state 
and territory registration Board.   
 
A Registrars’ Network comprising the Registrars from the State and Territory Registration Boards 
from around Australia shares information and facilitates, within the constraints of respective State 
and Territory legislation, streamlining administrative procedures that must be followed by architects 
and architect corporations across Australia. 
 
APEC Architect 

Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) is a cooperative association between 21 regional 
economies, founded to promote economic and technical cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region. 
APEC builds on WTO General Agreement on Trade and Services (GATS) principles for the 
progressive liberalisation of trade in services through the reduction of regulatory restrictions, 
leading to reciprocal agreements between member economies where appropriate. 

The APEC Architect framework is a direct response to these commitments. 

Australia, along with a number of other APEC member economies, has agreed to participate in the 
APEC Architect framework. 

The aim of the framework is to facilitate the access of APEC Architects to independent practice 
within the Region. 

Those economies who are participating in the framework are Australia, Canada, People’s Republic of 
China, Hong Kong, China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Republic of the 
Philippines, Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Thailand and United States of America. 

A Central Council has been established by the participating economies. Each participating economy 
has established a Monitoring Committee to take responsibility for administration of the APEC 
Architect framework in that economy. 
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Statutory Obligations 

Internal Audit and Risk Management Statement  
The Board currently utilises a risk based audit plan. The Board has an exemption from compliance 
with NSW Treasury Internal Audit and Risk Management Policy TPP09-05.   
 
The NSW Architects Registration Board has internal audit and risk management processes in place 
that are, in all material respects, compliant with the core requirements set out in Treasury Circular 
NSW TC 09/08 Internal Audit and Risk Management Policy. These processes provide a level of 
assurance that enables the senior management of NSW Architects Registration Board to understand, 
manage and satisfactorily control risk exposures. 

Accessing Information from the NSW Architects Registration Board 
Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 
The Board provides information to the public in compliance with the Act. 
 
The GIPA Act applies to all NSW Government agencies. The new right to information system 
encourages government agencies to release information proactively. The new system also makes it 
easier for individuals to access government and personal information from government agencies. 
 
A review of information proactively released under the GIPA Act was undertaken and the Board 
published a Publication Guide that contains a list of its information and guides already available on 
its website.  

Accessing the Board’s documents 
Policies and publications can be accessed from the Board’s website www.architects.nsw.gov.au or by 
contacting the Board’s Registrar. Applications for access to documents under the provisions of the 
GIPA Act must be in writing, either on an application form or by letter, accompanied by the $30 
application fee and sent to the Registrar at Level 2, 156 Gloucester Street Sydney NSW 2000. 
 
In this reporting year the Board did not receive any applications for access to documents under GIPA 
Act. 
 
Digital Information Security Annual Security Policy 
The Board has in place an Information Security Management System for the year being reported on 
that is materially consistent with the core requirements of the NSW Government Digital Information 
Security Policy, and suited to the business requirements of the Board. 
 

 
Privacy report 
The Board collects information about architects for the purposes of registration as allowed under the 
provisions of the Architects Act 2003. In doing so, the Board complies with the Privacy and Personal 
Information Protection Act. There have been no requests for privacy reviews in the reporting year. 
 
Public Interest Disclosures 
There were no disclosures received from any officer of the Board.  No reports were received in 
reference to corrupt conduct, mal-administration, government information and local government 
pecuniary contraventions. 

http://www.architects.nsw.gov.au/�
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Senior Executive reporting  
The NSW Architects Registration Board does not employ any staff that would require reporting 
under the Senior Executive reporting requirements of Treasury Circular PSCC 2014-09.  

Workforce diversity 
As a small statutory body, the Board employs staff from across a range of backgrounds, age and 
gender. The Board is committed to the Government policy of workforce diversity, and ensures that 
this policy is observed in the recruitment and management of staff and dealings with the public.  As 
of June 2014, the Board staff comprised; 
 
Kate Doyle Registrar 
Mae Cruz Deputy Registrar, Examination and Scholarships 
Nadine Roberts Accounts P/T 
Siobhan Abdurahman Projects P/T 
Katarina Murray Architecture Insights  P/T 
Debbie Wood   Administration P/T 
Sinead Abdurahman  Administration P/T  

 
On 9 April, 2014, Kate Doyle, Registrar,  announced her resignation after 10 years in the role. A 
national search was conducted by recruitment consultant, Kowalski Recruitment. The Board 
appointed a selection committee comprising Richard Thorp, Catherine Lassen, Matt Curll and Milly 
Brigden. Interviews were conducted in May, with final selection confirmed by the Board at the June 
meeting. 
 
There are no plans for recruitment of Board staff in the 2014/2015 year. 
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Public Finance and Audit Regulation 2010 and Annual Reports Legislation: 
Reporting on Payment of Accounts 
In accordance with Clause 13 of the Public Finance and Audit Regulation 2010, the Annual Reports 
Legislation and the NSW Treasurer's Directions (TD 219.01), the Board has a statutory obligation to 
report on the prompt payment of accounts, including disclosure of payment performance as outlined 
in Treasury Circular 06/26 December 2006, and the following information is provided in relation to 
payment of accounts:  
 
Aged analysis at the end of each quarter - does not include refunds for overpayment of roll fees etc 
and Scholarship monies distributed by the Board on behalf of Trustees 
 
QUARTER CURRENT (i.e. 

within due date) $ 
Less than 30 days 
overdue  
$ 

Between 30 and 
60 days overdue $ 

Between 60 and 
90 days overdue $ 

More than 90 days 
overdue 
$ 

September 2013  256,538.80 960.67 - - - 
December 2013 336,165.69 - - - - 
March 2014 199,588.91 137.50 - - - 
June 2014 374,126.35 - - - - 
 
Accounts paid on time within each quarter (including refunds, overpayments, scholarship monies etc) 
 Total accounts paid on time* Total amount paid 
Quarter Target % Actual % $ $ 
September 2013 100 99 .61 283,473.69 284,434.36 
December 2013 100 100 405,218.19 405,218.19 
March 2014 100 99 .94 233,273.91 233,411.41 
June 2014 100 100 390,666.35 390,666.35 

 
Payments made outside the payment terms were as a result of complying with statutory obligations 
of the Board and the office being closed over the Christmas period. 
 
Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies) Regulation 2010  
In accordance with the Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies) Regulation 2010 (469), Clause 10(2) (a) 
the following information is provided in relation to the production of this Annual Report: 
 
No hard copies of the Annual Report are printed. The Report is published in the Board’s website. 
 
 















































FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT                                                                         ANNEXURE B 
 
INCOME BUDGET 
ACCT NO INCOME  BUDGET  BUDGET
   2013-2014  2014-2015 

 
ADMINISTRATION – DEPT 01 
2 
 

4-1000 ENROLMENT FEE 27,000 34,500 
 

4-1001 RE-REGISTRATION FEES 5,100 16,500 
 

4-1002 ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE FOR ARCHITECTS 796,400 814,000 
 

4-1003 TEMPORARY REGISTRATION FOR O/SEAS ARCHITECTS 4,960 4,960 
 

4-1006 REGISTRATION FEE FOR NON PRACTISING ARCHITECTS 4,800 4,800 
 

4-1007 NON PRACTISING ARCHITECTS - ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEES 32,000 32,000 
 

4-1009 NON PRACTISING ARCHITECTS RE-REGISTRATIONS 2,000 2,000 
 

4-1100 LISTING OF "NOMINATED ARCHITECT"/PRACTICE REGISTRATION 3,000 3,000 
 

4-1101 ANNUAL PUBLICATION FEE FOR NOMINATED ARCHITECT 60,000 60,000 
 

4-1102 "NOMINATED ARCHITECT" CHANGE OF DETAILS FEE 1,715 1,715 
 

4-1300 ARCHITECTS REGISTER PURCHASES 1,890 1,950 
 

4-1301/1302 ARCHITECTS CARD/CERTIFICATION TO THIRD PARTIES 156 156 
 

4-1303/1304 CODE OF CONDUCT & REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE 0 0 
 

4-1306 MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPT – BOARD 0 1,500 
  939,021 977,081 
    
 
AACA – DEPT 03 
 

4-3000 AACA - AP EXAMINATION FEES 159,000 174,900 
 

4-3001 AACA - RAE ASSESSMENT FEES 1,400 1,400 
 

4-3003 AACA  MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS 0 0 
 

 160,400 176,300 
 

   
 

   
 
BWPRA – DEPT 04 
 

4-3100 
 

BWPRA 
 

15,000 15,000 
 

  
 

15,000 
 

15,000 
    

    

 
DISCIPLINE – DEPT 05 
 

4-1700 FINES  0 2,640 
 

 0 2,640 
 

   
 
OTHER – DEPT 02/07 
 

8-.2000-2004 INTEREST 35,000 30,000 
 

8-1401 BHTS PROMOTION MONIES 11,000 11,000 
 

 46,000 41,000 
 

   
 

TOTAL  1,160,421 1,212,021 



EXPENDITURE BUDGET 
Acct No EXPENDITURE BUDGET BUDGET 
  2013 – 2014 2014 – 2015  
 
EMPLOYMENT – DEPT 01 
 
6-5000/5005 SALARIES AND CASUAL WAGES 360,000 380,000 
6-5001 ANNUAL LEAVE  35,875 40,000 
6-5003 SUPERANNUATION 51,250 55,000 
6-5011 LONG SERVICE LEAVE 25,625 28,000 
6-5652 ADVERTISING ADMIN/RECRUITMENT 0 0 
6-5000 WEB CONTRACTOR 15,890 15,000 
  488,640 518,000 
    
 
STATUTORY – DEPT 07 
6-5402 BOARD MEMBERS HONORARIA 32,000 65,000 
6-5401 ELECTION COSTS 0 22,000 
  32,000 87,000 
    
 
B W P R A - DEPT 04 
6-5350 BWPRA EXAMINERS FEES 15,000 15,000 
6-5653 ADVERTISING BWPRA 0 0 
6-5351 TRAVEL EXPENSES FOR EXAMINERS 1,000 1,000 
6-5352 BWPRA ROOM HIRE/CATERING EXPENSES 500 500 
6-8023 CABCHARGES 500 500 
6-8020 COURIERS 500 1,000 
  17,500 18,000 
    
 
DISCIPLINE - DEPT 05 
6-5500 PART 4 DIV 4 LEGAL FEES/COMPLAINTS AGAINST ARCHITECTS 30,000 20,000 
6-5501 PART 2, DIV 2 S9/10 LEGAL FEES/ILLEGAL USE OF TITLE 10,000 15,000 
6-5506 ADT EXPENSES 20,000 10,000 
6-5502 CATERING/ROOM HIRE EXPENSES 500 500 
6-5503 COURT REPORTING AND TRANSCRIPTS 2,000 0 
6-5504 COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY SITTING FEES 3,000 0 
6-8027 POSTAGE 600 500 
6-8020 COURIERS 400 500 
6-8023 CABCHARGES 200 200 
  66,700 46,700 
    
 
DEPRECIATION 
6-5050-5054 DEPRECIATION 30,000 34,000 
  30,000 34,000 
    



 
Acct No EXPENDITURE BUDGET BUDGET 

  
2013 – 2014 

 
2014 – 2015  

 
 
EDUCATION, PRIZES AND GRANTS - DEPT 06 
6-5606 INDEPENDENT REVIEW PANEL (IRP)- SCHOOL INSPECTION 1,000 1,000 
6-5607 BOARD CONTRIBUTION TO IRP EXPENSES 1,000 1,000 
6-8023 CABCHARGES 100 100 
6-8020 COURIERS 100 100 
6-5808 RESEARCH GRANT 10,000 15,000 
6-5654 RESEARCH GRANT ADVERTISING/ADMIN 100 100 
6-5610 GRADUATING STUDENTS  EXHIBITIONS 20,000 20,000 
6-5611 ARCHITECTS MEDALLION COSTS 5,000 5,000 
  37,300 42,300 
    
 
GENERAL EXPENSES - DEPT 01 
6-8011 ACCOUNTANT FEES 12,000 14,000 
6-8012 AUDIT FEES 16,000 17,000 
6-4100 BANK ADMINISTRATION FEES 20,000 20,000 
6-8016 BOARD MEETING EXPENSES 2,000 2,000 
6-8017 BOARD FUNCTIONS/BOARD MISC EXPENSES 15,000 12,500 
6-5651 YELLOW PAGES LISTING/ADVERT 1,500 1,500 
6-8020 COURIERS 500 500 
6-8021 STAFF AMENITIES/STAFF TRAINING 10,000 10,000 
6-8022 STORAGE 1,800 2,000 
6-8023 CABCHARGE 1,000 1,000 
6-5700/5701 COMPUTER/SYSTEMS MAINTENANCE 30,000 30,000 
6-8024 ELECTRICITY 4,000 4,200 
6-8025 INSURANCE D & O/OFFICE CONTENTS 8,200 8,500 
6-8026 GENERAL LEGAL EXPENSES 5,000 8,000 
6-8027 POSTAGE 6,000 5,000 
6-8028 WEBSITE MAINTENANCE  15,000 10,000 
6-8029/8030 TELEPHONE/INTERNET/MOBILE 12,500 10,000 
6-8031 WORKERS COMPENSATION 3,000 3,000 
6-8032/8033 RENT/OFFICE SERVICES 118,500 125,000 
6-8036 REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 30,000 20,000 
6-8034 PHOTOCOPIER 5,300 5,300 
6-6210-6244 REFUNDS 0 0 
6-5703 GOVERNANCE COSTS 10,000 10,000 
6-5704 REVIEW OF BOARD LOOK/BRANDING 0 0 
6-5702 REVIEW/UPDATE IT SYSTEMS 10,000 5,000 
  337,300 324,500 
    
 
BHTS – DEPT 02 
6-5650 BHTS ADVERTISING/MISC. EXPENSES 500 500 
9-8027/8023 BHTS POSTAGE COSTS/CABCHARGE COSTS 200 200 
9-5609 BHTS BOARD COMMITTEE COSTS 500 500 
9-5614 BHTS ANNUAL CEREMONY COSTS 3,000 3,000 
9-5613 BHTS ROOM HIRE/CATERING COSTS 500 500 
9-5608 BHTS PROMOTION 5,000 5,000 
  9,700 9,700 
    



 
Acct No EXPENDITURE BUDGET BUDGET 

  
2013 – 2014 

 
2014 – 2015  

 
 
PRINTING AND STATIONERY – DEPT 01 
6-8018 STATIONERY 4,000 5,000 
6-5722 MAILOUT 4,000 2,000 
6-5851 PRINTING BOARD 5,000 5,000 
  13,000 12,000 
    
 
A A C A - DEPT 03 
6-6000/6011-
6012 AACA - APE EXPENSES 100,000 100,000 
6-6001 AACA - RAE EXPENSES 7,500 7,500 
6-6002 AACA - PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS 22,000 25,000 
6-6009 AACA - CONVENORS MEETING 500 500 
6-6004 AACA - NVP 4,000 4,000 
6-8020 COURIERS 800 200 
6-8023 CABCHARGES 500 500 
6-8027 POSTAGE 1,000 1,000 
6-6245/6246 REFUNDS 0 0 
  136,300 138,700 
    

 
PROMOTIONS – DEPT 08 
9-8028 PROMOTIONS GENERAL 60,000 45,000 
9-8020 COURIER 500 500 
9-8023 CABCHARGES 800 800 
9-5950 SYDNEY ARCHITECTURE FESTIVAL 25,000 20,000 
9-5951 ARCHITECTURE INSIGHTS WEBSITE 15,000 10,000 
9-5960 VISUAL ARTS PROJECT - OBJECT 5,000 0 
9-5950 MADE – STUDENT INTERNSHIPS 0 10,000 
  106,300 86,300 
    
TOTAL  1,274,740 1,317,200 

 



ANNEXURE C 
 
 
 
Digital Information Security Annual Attestation Statement for the 2013-2014 
Financial Year for the NSW Architects Registration Board  
 
 
I, Timothy Horton, am of the opinion that NSW Architects Registration Board had an Information Security 
Management System in place during the financial year being reported on which is materially consistent with the 
Core Requirements set out in the Digital Information Security Policy for the NSW Public Sector, with the 
exception that an Information Security Policy is being prepared for Board approval in the 2014/2015 year to 
reflect the implementation towards new 2013 version of ISO/IEC 27001 standard. 
 
I, Timothy Horton, am of the opinion that the security controls in place to mitigate identified risks to the digital 
information and digital information systems of NSW Architects Registration Board are adequate for the 
foreseeable future.  
 
I, Timothy Horton, am of the opinion that, where necessary in accordance with the Digital Information Security 
Policy for the NSW Public Sector, the NSW Architects Registration Board certified compliance with the new 
2013 version of ISO/IEC 27001 Information technology - Security techniques - Information security management 
systems – Requirements is not required. 
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