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At a glance 

The NSW Architects Registration Board administers the Architects Act 2003, the legislation 
regulating architects in NSW. The Board’s key role is to protect consumers of architectural services.  
 
The Board 
– maintains an accurate Register of Architects and a List of Architect Corporations and Firms 
– operates a fair, effective, and open procedure for investigating and hearing complaints  
– sanctions architects who breach the Architects Act and individuals or firms who represent 

themselves as an architect when they are not entitled to do so  
– conducts examinations 
– administers scholarships and awards  
– promotes a better understanding of architectural issues in the broader community.  
 
As of 30 June 2013 there were 4064 architects in NSW (3400 in the practising category and 664 in 
the non-practising category).  There are 1392 architect corporations and firms listed in the NSW 
Register as having nominated architects responsible for the provision of architectural services. 
 
 
Review of the Architects Act 
The Report of the Statutory Review of the Architects Act 2003 was approved by Parliament in 
December 2010. As of publication date the revised Act has not yet been put to Parliament. The 
Review of the Act will be finalised once the review into licensing in NSW being conducted by the 
Independent Pricing and Regulatory Review Tribunal is complete.   
 
The Architects Regulation 2012 was gazetted on 1 September 2012.  
 
 
Annual renewal of registration date change  
The annual renewal date for architect registration moved this year from 31 March to 30 June.  This 
explains the slight drop in the reported numbers of architects on the Register of Architects at 30 
June 2013. 
 
 
www.architectureinsights.com.au 
The Board continues to develop the contributor driven website www.architectureinsights.com.au, 
the Board’s primary method of connecting the general public, students, architects and others with 
information about architecture and events, collaborations and debate about architecture and the 
built environment in NSW.  
 
 
www.sydneyarchitecturefestival.org 
The Sydney Architecture Festival is presented each October by the Board and the Australian 
Institute of Architects in partnership with cultural institutions and event producers across the city in 
the annual celebration of architecture. The Festival includes talks, exhibitions, tours and kids 
activities all focussed on promoting an understanding of architecture. Highlights of the 2012 Festival 
included the inauguration of the Festival’s sponsored project Super Sydney, and the involvement of 
Pierre Mansat, Deputy Mayor of Paris,  in a number of Festival events.  
 
 
Building Connections - Visual Arts and Architecture  
The Board initiated the latest addition to the suite of innovative teaching materials,  the Visual Arts 
and Design Educators Association. Building Connections provides case studies and explicit guidance 
for teachers on how to link the study of architecture into the Visual Arts Syllabus in Years 7-10. 
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NSW Architects Registration Board Members 

The Board includes six architects and five members who are not architects:  

Richard Thorp,  architect appointed by the Minister for Commerce and Board President   

Ingrid Pearson, elected architect member 

Nigel Bell, elected architect member  

Matthew Pullinger, ex-officio,  immediate past president of the Australian Institute of Architects 
NSW Chapter  

Catherine Lassen, architect representative from the University of New South Wales 

Peter Poulet, ex-officio, NSW Government Architect, and elected Deputy President  

Matthew Curll, legal practitioner  

Milly Brigden, representing the view of the property industry  

Penelope Holloway, representing the views of local government in respect of the quality of building  

Sam Elmir, representing the views of the building industry 

Peter Salhani, representing the views of home owners as consumers of architectural services 

Board Meeting Attendances for Year Ending 30 June 2013 
NAME JUL AUG SEP OCT N0V DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN TOTAL 

R THORP (A/M) √ √ √ LOA LOA LOA N/M √ L0A LOA √ √  

P POULET (ExO) √ √ √ √ √ √ N/M √ √ LOA Y √  

I PEARSON  (E) √ √ √ √  A N/M √ √ √ √ √  

N BELL  (E)      Y N/M √ √ √ √ √  

M PULLINGER (ExO)         A √ LOA √  

C LASSEN (A/S)       N/M √ √ √ √ √  

S ELMIR (A/M)       N/M √ √ √ √ √  

M CURLL (A/M)      Y N/M √ √ √ √ A  

M BRIGDEN (A/M)      A N/M √ √ √ A √  

P HOLLOWAY (A/M) √ √ √ √ A √ N/M A √ A √ √  

P SALHANI (A/M)       N/M A √ √ √ √  

M BAMPTON (31.10.12) A √ √ √          

M FOLEY (31.10.12) √ LOA LOA √          

K ROBINSON (31.10.12) A √ √ √          

B ZULAIKHA (28.02.13)  √ √ √ √ √  √      

P SARLOS (31.10.12) √ A √ √          

K ST JAMES (31.12.12)              
KIRSTEN ORR 
(31.12.12) 

√ √ A √ √ √        

P WATTS (Deputy for  
K St James) 

√ √ √ √ √ √        

J AGIUS (Deputy for  
B Zulaikha) 

√             
 

 
 
E Elected N/M No Meeting  
Ex-O Ex-Officio LOA Leave Of Absence 
A/M Appointed By Minister A Absent  
A/S University Appointee  
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The Board adopted a policy on 16 November 2011 that members are generally not granted a leave of 
absence from attendance at a Board meeting unless overseas or ill. 

An honorarium is paid to each Board member for their Board and other related committee work.  
These fees are in line with the policies established by the Premier’s Office.  

The Board meets on the third Wednesday of each month.  In addition to monthly board meetings 
each member participates on one or more of the Board’s Standing Committees or Work Groups to 
oversee projects. 
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Board Examiners and Assessors 

The Board draws upon the services of architects to serve as examiners and assessors for the 
Architects Accreditation Council of Australia Architectural Practice Examination, the Review of 
Academic Equivalence for the assessment of architectural qualifications gained overseas, and the 
NSW Built Work Program of Assessment. Fees are paid to examiners assessing candidates for these 
purposes. 

Architectural Practice Examination Panel 
T  Alexander P J Gosling M Levy D Russell 
J F Baker B Giles L Lim J Ryan 
S Bathgate C Griffiths K Loseby G A Saborido 
M Bayl-Smith C Gunton J Lukaszcewicz J Schneller 
M A Beattie R Hawkins C Macdonald M Shoolman 
G Bensen T Helyar D Mayes M Sheldon 
J Bilmon M Heath I McCaig (Convenor) B Sonter 
R Blackmore D Holm B McDonald M Standley 
M Boffa R Hudson P McNevin R Stevens 
P J Briggs E Insausti D Moon A Thomas 
G M Brock S Jamison J Moorcroft M Thornton 
R Brennan G Humphrey N Nicotra A R Tribe 
T Browne M Jones S O’Neill D vander Breggen 
M C Bullen M E Jones E M Prineas H N Warren 
R Cahill C M Trevor-Jones G Podniesinski H Webster 
A Chistiakoff J Johnson M Raad D Wilson 
L Cockburn J Jackson J F Rayner R Yuen 
D Gosper J Ladd-Hudson P Reed  
L Gosling F Lewis M Roberts  
 

NSW Review of Academic Equivalence 
P  Bardsley C  Griffiths P  O’Carrigan M Thornton 
A  Boddy J  Ladd-Hudson M  Pullinger H  Webster 
P  Briggs S  Morgan S Rofail  
 

Built Work Program of Assessment Panel 
J Ladd-Hudson D Russell M Boffa B McDonald 
 

Staff 
K Doyle Registrar 
M Cruz Deputy Registrar, Examination and Scholarships 
N Roberts Accounts P/T 
S Abdurahman Projects P/T 
K Murray architectureinsights  P/T 
D Wood        Administration P/T  
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Contact  

Address and Contact  
 
NSW Architects Registration Board 
Level 2, 156 Gloucester Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
 
T: 02 9241 4033 
F: 02 9241 6144 
 
E: mail@architects.nsw.gov.au 
W: www.architects.nsw.gov.au 
 
The Board is open for business from 9am to 5pm, Mondays to Fridays. 
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Board Governance 

NSW Architects Registration Board Governance Statement  
 
The work of the Board derives from the objectives and functions of the Board included in the Act. 
There are specific Board delegations outlined in the Act. The operational priorities are identified in 
the Corporate Plan which is reviewed annually. The Board has a Committee structure in place with 
defined responsibilities.  
 
The Board’s Work Safe policy and procedures are updated in line with relevant legislative 
procedures every three years.   
 
The Board maintains appropriate insurances including Workers’ Compensation, Public Liability and 
Contents insurance and Association Liability insurance for the protection of Board Members. These 
insurances are reviewed annually to ensure appropriate cover.  
 
The Board contracts the services of external consultants to maintain plant (the separate air 
conditioning system) and IT equipment and software. A backup system for IT records is in place 
and so is a Disaster Recovery Plan that is maintained by our external consultant. The Board 
maintains and updates annually the asset register.  
 
Independent legal advice is sought as required and accounting services are provided on a 
consultancy basis by Service First, Department of Finance and Services. Other professional advice 
is sought on an as needs basis. 
 
Authority for making decisions rests with the Board unless specifically delegated to a Committee 
or the Registrar as outlined in the Board’s Delegations Framework. There is a financial delegation 
of $5,000 in place in relation to expenditure by the Registrar without referral to the Board. 
Specification delegations arise out of Board recommendations and decisions minuted at each 
Board meeting.  

Board Financial Management Framework 
The Board Financial Management Framework outlines the Board’s financial policies and procedures 
for handling all financial matters in the Board. The Framework is updated regularly to reflect 
Government policies, Directives and Memorandums, Board decisions and relevant policies, and is 
reviewed regularly to incorporate appropriate improvements proposed by staff. 
 
 

2012-13 Internal Audit and Risk Management Statement  
The Board currently utilises a risk based audit plan. The Board has an exemption from compliance 
with NSW Treasury Internal Audit and Risk Management Policy TPP09-05.   
 
The NSW Architects Registration Board has internal audit and risk management processes in place 
that are, in all material respects, compliant with the core requirements set out in Treasury Circular 
NSW TC 09/08 Internal Audit and Risk Management Policy. 
 
These processes provide a level of assurance that enables the senior management of NSW Architects 
Registration Board to understand, manage and satisfactorily control risk exposures. 

 
The Government Information (Public Access) Act (GIPA) 
The Board provides information to the public in compliance with the Act. 
 
Committees and workgroups 
The Board has established a number of Committees.  
 
Under the provisions of S 62 (1) of the Architects Act The Board may establish Committees to assist 
it in connection of any of its functions. And (2) It does not matter that any or all of the members of 
the committee are not members of the Board.  [Note: this provision does not apply to Complaint 
Committees established by the Board]   
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Board Committees are supported by the Registrar and staff as appropriate.  
 
As at 30 June 2013 the following Committees were in operation. 
 
Complaints Committee 
The Complaints Committee oversees the statutory obligations imposed upon the Board relating to 
disciplinary complaints against the conduct of architects, and complaints about 
individuals, corporations and firms representing themselves to be architects.   
 
Members: Matthew Curll (Chair), Milly Brigden, Peter Salhani, Penelope Holloway, Ingrid Pearson, 
Nigel Bell, Sam Elmir, Richard Thorp. 
 
Finance and Remuneration Committee 
The Finance and Remuneration Committee oversees the financial management and reporting 
functions to the Board and advises the Board on issues relating to the Registrar’s remuneration.  
 
Members: Richard Thorp (Chair), Penny Holloway, Matthew Pullinger and Peter Poulet. 
 
Audit and Risk Committee 
The Audit and Risk Committee oversees and monitors the Board’s governance, risk and control 
frameworks and its external accountability requirements and assists the Board in liaising with the 
Department of Finance and Services Audit and Risk Related Entities Sub-Committee.  
 
Members: Penny Holloway (Chair), Richard Thorp, and Peter Poulet. 
 
The Board also establishes Work Group from time to time to oversee specific projects. 
 
Income  
The Board is entirely funded by fees levied upon architects and architect corporations and firms and 
examination fees.  
 
Fees collected fund the administration of the Board and include contingencies for legal costs, 
development of information for consumers and general administration. The Board administers any 
reserves in the “Architects Fund” to meet the fourth objective identified in the Architects Act 2003 – 
to promote a better understanding of architectural issues in the community. The Board has 
determined that at least nine months of operational funds should be kept in reserve. 
 
Review of the Architects Act 
The review of the Architects Act by the Minister for Finance and Services was not complete by the 
30 June 2013.  
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National and International Connections 
The Architects Accreditation Council of Australia 

The Architects Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA) is the national organisation responsible for 
establishing, coordinating and advocating national standards for the registration of architects in 
Australia and for the recognition of Australian architects overseas by the relevant Registration 
Authorities. 
 
AACA is constituted of nominees from each of all the State and Territory Architects Registration 
Boards in Australia.  The President and Registrar are members of AACA. The President is currently a 
Director of the AACA.  
 
Key priorities of the AACA include overseeing the review of the process undertaken to determine the 
Academic Equivalence of Overseas Qualifications for the purpose of registration and supporting a 
move towards common requirements in all jurisdictions for continuing registration.  
 
The AACA reviews and ratifies the appointment of examiners, assessors and monitors for the Review 
of Academic Equivalence (RAE), Architectural Practice Examination (APE) and the National Program 
of Assessment (NPrA). AACA also facilitates the examination of professional practice throughout 
Australia. On satisfactory completion of the APE, an applicant may apply for registration at a state 
and territory registration Board.   
 
A Registrars’ Network comprising the Registrars from the State and Territory Registration Boards 
from around Australia shares information and facilitates, within the constraints of respective State 
and Territory legislation, streamlining administrative procedures that must be followed by architects 
and architect corporations across Australia. 
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Statutory Obligations 

Internal Audit and Risk Management Statement 
The NSW Architects Registration Board has internal audit and risk management processes in place 
that are, in all material respects, compliant with the core requirements set out in Treasury Circular 
NSW TC 09/08 Internal Audit and Risk Management Policy. 
 
 

Accessing Information from the NSW Architects Registration Board 
Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 
On 1 July 2010, the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (GIPA Act) replaced the 
Freedom of Information Act 1989. The GIPA Act applies to all NSW Government agencies. The new 
right to information system encourages government agencies to release information proactively. The 
new system also makes it easier for individuals to access government and personal information from 
government agencies. 
 
A review of information proactively released under the GIPA Act was undertaken and the Board 
published a Publication Guide that contains a list of its information and guides already available on 
its website.  
 
 

Accessing the Board’s documents 
Policies and publications can be accessed from the Board’s website www.architects.nsw.gov.au or by 
contacting the Board’s Registrar. Applications for access to documents under the provisions of the 
GIPA Act must be in writing, either on an application form or by letter, accompanied by the $30 
application fee and sent to the Registrar at Level 2, 156 Gloucester Street Sydney NSW 2000. 
 
In this reporting year the Board did not receive any applications for access to documents under GIPA 
Act. 
 

 
Privacy report 
The Board collects information about architects for the purposes of registration as allowed under the 
provisions of the Architects Act 2003. In doing so, the Board complies with the Privacy and Personal 
Information Protection Act. There have been no requests for privacy reviews in the reporting year. 
 
 

Public Interest Disclosures 
There were no disclosures received from any officer of the Board.  No reports were received in 
reference to corrupt conduct, mal-administration, government information and local government 
pecuniary contraventions. 
 
 

Multicultural Policies and Services Program 
The Board is advised by the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA) about persons 
whose academic qualifications are obtained overseas and who intend to apply for registration as 
architects in NSW.  AACA is the national organisation responsible for establishing, coordinating and 
advocating national standards for the registration of architects in Australia and for the recognition of 
overseas architects by the relevant Registration Authorities.   Key priorities of the AACA include 
overseeing the review of the process undertaken to determine the Academic Equivalence of 
Overseas Qualifications for the purpose of registration and identifying a strategy to move towards 
common requirements in all jurisdictions for continuing registration.  
 
The Board acts on behalf of the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia, in assisting overseas 
trained architects to be assimilated into the professional environment in New South Wales. This 
process is facilitated through viva voce interviews with a view to accreditation of overseas gained 
qualifications in terms of equivalence with Australian academic qualifications, and setting of 
examinations in architectural practice, both being legal prerequisites to registration as an architect.   

http://www.architects.nsw.gov.au/�
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The success rate of applicants is relatively high, indicating that the principles of cultural diversity as 
espoused by the Commission are generally being met in this area of the Board’s responsibility. 
 
The Board is aware of Government policy of commitment to equal employment opportunity, and the 
Principles of Multiculturalism and ensures that these principles are observed in the recruitment and 
management of staff and dealings with the public.   
 
The Board integrates the Multicultural Policies and Services Program into the Board’s recruitment 
processes.  The administrative office consists of 5 staff members. 
 
The Board keeps under review the Multicultural Policies and Services Program (MPSP) and takes 
account of the requirement of the Community Relations Commission when developing future 
objectives and strategies 
 

Public Finance and Audit Regulation 2010 and Annual Reports 
Legislation: Reporting on Payment of Accounts 
In accordance with Clause 13 of the Public Finance and Audit Regulation 2010, the Annual Reports 
Legislation and the NSW Treasurer's Directions (TD 219.01), the Board has a statutory obligation to 
report on the prompt payment of accounts, including disclosure of payment performance as outlined 
in Treasury Circular 06/26 December 2006, and the following information is provided in relation to 
payment of accounts:  
 
Aged analysis at the end of each quarter - does not include refunds for overpayment of roll fees etc 
and Scholarship monies distributed by the Board on behalf of Trustees 
 
QUARTER CURRENT (i.e. 

within due date) $ 
Less than 30 days 
overdue  
$ 

Between 30 and 
60 days overdue 
$ 

Between 60 and 
90 days overdue 
$ 

More than 90 
days overdue 
$ 

September 2012  235,663.42 - - - - 
December 2012 402,495.12 - - - - 
March 2013 220,411.03 216.74 - - - 
June 2013 273,775.59 - - - - 
 
Accounts paid on time within each quarter (including refunds, overpayments, scholarship monies 
etc) 
 Total accounts paid on time* Total amount paid 
Quarter Target % Actual % $ $ 
September 2012 100 100 290,713.42 290,713.42 
December 2012 100 100 440,295.12 440,295.12 
March 2013 100 99 233,411.03 233,627.77 
June 2013 100 100 313,221.59 313,221.59 
 
Payments made outside the payment terms were as a result of the office being closed over the 
Christmas period. 
 
 

Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies) Regulation 2010  
 
In accordance with the Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies) Regulation 2010 (469), Clause 10(2) 
(a) the following information is provided in relation to the production of this Annual Report: 
 
No hard copies of the Annual Report are printed. The Report is published in the Board’s website. 
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Registration as an architect in NSW 

Qualifications for admission to the Register 
Uniform minimum standards of education and training have been adopted by all States and 
Territories in Australia for registration as an architect.  These are the five-years of study from an 
Australian university or its equivalent, an approved period of practical experience and successful 
completion of the AACA Architectural Practice Examination (APE).  These standards are agreed 
nationally by the AACA which is a company limited by Guarantee. The Members of the AACA include 
the Chair and Registrar of each Architect Registration Board in each State and Territory in Australia.  
 
 

Approved academic qualifications 
In New South Wales the schools of architecture of the Universities of Newcastle, New South Wales, 
Sydney and the University of Technology, Sydney offer approved courses leading to the Master of 
Architecture degree, being the academic qualification prescribed by the Act.  
  
Academic courses from NSW universities are reviewed by the Australia and New Zealand Process for 
Accreditation of Architecture Programs, owned by the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia 
and the Australian Institute of Architects.  Under this process, National Visiting Panels provide 
recommendations regarding the accreditation of qualifications to the Board for a maximum period 
of five years.  
 
 

Architectural Practice Examination (APE) 
The final qualification for registration as an architect in NSW is the successful completion of the 
Architectural Practice Examination, established by AACA and administered by the State/Territory 
Registration Boards.  In New South Wales 236 candidates were admitted to the examination and 168 
were successful for the period 1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013. 
 
 

Mutual Recognition 
Providing a registrant is in good standing, this Act facilitates freedom of movement of architects 
registered in other States and Territories of Australia between the respective jurisdictions.  The 
Board normally approves an applicant for registration in New South Wales on completion of the 
prescribed application form and payment of the annual registration fee.  In the reporting year, 40 
interstate architects were admitted to the NSW Register under the terms of the Mutual Recognition 
Act. 
 
 

Trans Tasman Mutual Recognition Agreement (TTMRA) 
As a result of the Federal Government’s passage of legislation mirroring that of the New Zealand 
Government, the TTMRA allows mutual recognition of registration between Australia and New 
Zealand.  In the reporting year 5 architects from New Zealand were admitted to the NSW Register 
under the terms of the TTMRA. 
 
 

Built Work Program of Assessment (BWPrA) 
The BWPrA is a program of assessment conducted by the Board for persons who do not have the 
tertiary academic qualification in architecture and who wish to apply for registration as an architect 
in NSW.  The BWPrA is based on a person’s ability to demonstrate defined competencies from a 
complex built project in Australia.  Six applications for admission into the program were received by 
the Board in the reporting year and two candidates successfully completed the program. 
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Profile of architects in NSW 

Number of registrants  
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012  2013 

3907 4000 4168 4289 4276  4064 
Practicing /Non-Practising   3400 / 664 

 

New enrolments 
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012  2013 

244 203 233 182 212  164 
 

Qualification of New Registrants 2010 – 2011 2011 – 2012 2012 – 2013 

Qualified in NSW 99 106 84 
Qualified in Interstate schools 14 12 10 
National Program of Assessment 2 2 2 
NZ/Singapore/HK graduates 2 11 3 
Qualified from overseas schools 9 29 13 
Mutual Recognition Act (Interstate) 50 49 41 
TTMRA (New Zealand) 3 1 5 
Temporary Registration (NSW ) 3 1 3 
Total 182 213 164 
 

Location of registrants 
 NSW ACT QLD VIC SA WA TAS NT O’SEAS 

Prac 2959 50 149 101 18 11 11 6 95 
NonPrac 564 6 21 21 7 7 1 0 37 
 

 

 Full Registration Non-Practising 

Age range M F  Total M F Total 
90 + 0 0  0 4 0 4 
80 to 89 11 0  11 60 3 62 
70 to 79 143 6  149 158 11 169 
60 to 69 634 37  674 218 25 243 
50 to 59 847 149  996 79 19 98 
40 to 49 625 282  907 43 47 90 
30 to 39 453 298  751 20 37 57 
20 to 29 27 30  57 3 6 9 
Total 2741 803 29% 3544 585 148 733 
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Architect Corporations and Firms 
Part 2 Division 2 Section 11 of the NSW Architects Act states that a company or business must have a 
nominated architect/s responsible for the provision of architectural services in order to be 
considered as an architect corporation or firm.   

Corporations and firms are active if there is at least one nominated architect whose name appears on 
the current NSW Register of Architects.  A corporation or firm that does not have a nominated 
architect is considered inactive until a new nomination is received by the Board. 

Corporations and Firms in NSW  
Number of Corp/Firms listed since  September 2004 1721 

Number of active Corp/Firms as at 30 June 2013 1392 
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Complaints against the professional conduct of 
architects 

There were five matters received in the previous reporting year that were carried over into this 
reporting year.  Two matters were dismissed, and in three matters the Architect was found guilty of 
unsatisfactory professional conduct. 
 
Sorin Dascalu 
In respect to the Complaint against the professional conduct of Sorin Dascalu, the Board finds the 
Architect guilty of unsatisfactory professional conduct under the provisions of S 43(4) of the 
Architects Act in that he failed to have a proper architect-client agreement in place.  Further, that 
the Board orders that the architect be cautioned in regard to the need to maintain professionalism in 
the manner in which he conducts his practice. 
 
Owen Haviland 
In respect to the Complaint against the professional conduct of Owen Havilland the Board finds 
that pursuant to section 43(4) the Architect is guilty of unsatisfactory professional conduct. 
 
Pursuant to section 43(4)(a) of the Act the Board orders that Owen Haviland  be reprimanded. 
  
Having regard to method of the provision of services that gave rise to the complaint against his 
professional conduct, and pursuant to Section 43(4)(e),  the Board orders that the Architect 
report within 3 months on procedures he will put into place in order to avoid such circumstances 
arising again.  
 
In particular; the Architect’s report should have regard to clarity of the Architect-Client 
agreement; effective communication with the client and effective management of project 
documentation. (Refer to Sections 6, 7, 8 the Architects Code of Professional Conduct).  
 
Pursuant to section 43(4)(g) the Board orders the architect to pay a fine of an amount of 8 
penalty units (1 penalty equals $110). 
 
Annabelle Chapman 
In respect to the Complaint against the professional conduct of Annabelle Chapman the Board finds 
the Architect guilty of unsatisfactory professional conduct under the provisions of S 43 (4) of the 
Architects Act.  
 
In the reporting year four complaints were received. One matter was withdrawn by the Complainant, 
one matter was dismissed, one matter is ongoing, and in one the Architect was found guilty of 
unsatisfactory professional conduct. 
 
Robert Brown  
In respect to the Complaint by the NSW Architects Registration Board against Robert Brown, 
Architect, the Board finds that pursuant to section 43 (4) of the Architects Act he is guilty of 
unsatisfactory professional conduct in that he: 
 

• Failed to maintain a policy of professional indemnity insurance during each 
financial year appropriate for the architectural services being provided by the 
Architect as declared at annual renewal of registration at 31 March 2005, 2006, 
2007, 2008 and 2009. 
 

• Failed to follow a direction of the Board by failing to complete with satisfactory 
standard of care and accuracy his declaration that he maintained appropriate 
professional indemnity insurance at annual renewal of registration at 31 March 
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009. 

 
• Breached his obligation under Section 16 (1) (b) of the NSW Architects Code of 

Professional Conduct that an architect should provide each client of the  
architect with information relating to the insurance maintained  by the  architect 
for the architectural services to be provided to the client each and every time 
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the Architect entered into an agreement with a new client between 1 January 
2005–8 June 2009.  

 
• Pursuant to section 43 (4) (e) of the Act the Board orders that the Architect 

report within 21 days of today’s date on the measures in place to ensure that 
professional indemnity insurance is maintained by Casey Brown in accordance 
with the provisions of  Clause 16 (1) (a) of the NSW Architects Code of 
Professional Conduct; and measures in place to ensure all clients are provided 
with information relating to the insurance to be maintained for the architectural 
services to be provided to the client in accordance with the provisions of  
Section 16 (1) (b) of the NSW Architects Code of Professional Conduct.  

 
Further, pursuant to section 43 (4) (g) of the Act the Board orders that the 
Architect: 

 
• Pay a fine of 15 penalty points in respect of his failure to maintain a policy of 

professional indemnity insurance during each financial year appropriate to the 
architectural services being provided by the Architect as declared at annual 
renewal of registration at 31 March 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009. 

 
• Pay a fine of 15 penalty points in respect of his failure to follow a direction of 

the Board by failing to complete with satisfactory standard of care and 
accuracy his declaration that he maintained appropriate professional indemnity 
insurance at annual renewal of registration at 31 March 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 
2009. 
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Offences relating to the practice of architecture 
Section 9 and 10 of the Act 

The use of the title ‘architect’ is protected by the Architects Act 2003, and can only be used by 
persons who are on the NSW Register of Architects.  If architectural services are provided by a 
corporation or firm, then the entity must have nominated at least one person who is responsible for 
the architectural services provided. This person or persons (known as the ‘nominated architect/s’) 
must be on the NSW Register of Architects. 
 
Architects have professional qualifications, completed a period of practical experience in 
architecture and have passed the Architectural Practice Examination before applying to be enrolled 
on the NSW Register. Architects are bound by the NSW Architects Code of Professional Conduct 
(Architect Regulation 2004). Architects must maintain professional indemnity insurance appropriate 
to the services they provide and must undertake a minimum of 20 hours of continuing professional 
education in each year.  
 
The Board has no jurisdiction over investigating the conduct of persons providing design services if 
they are not architects.  
 
The Board expresses no view about the quality of design services provided by architects and others, 
but endeavours to ensure that consumers’ choices on providers of building design services are based 
upon accurate information about the registration status of the service provider. The pamphlet 
Working with an Architect is published by the Board to guide consumers on the architects’ roles and 
obligations to their clients, and vice versa, the role of the clients to assist the realisation of their 
project. The Board’s on line searchable database of architects and architect corporations is also used 
by the public to confirm the status of a person or corporation or firm. 
 
The Board investigates reports of persons or entities reportedly representing themselves or others 
as architects, and monitors classified advertising to check compliance with S 9 and 10 of the 
Architects Act.  In cases where a potential breach is identified, the individual or entity is given the 
opportunity to remedy the matter. Where the representation isn’t remedied, the Board may take 
action against the individual or entity in the Local Court. 
 
No. of Investigations 155 
Complied 123 
Ongoing 32 
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Scholarships and awards 

Architect’s Medallion 
The Architect’s Medallion is awarded annually by the Board to a graduate in architecture in this State 
who has achieved distinction throughout the last two years of the Bachelor of Architecture course.  
Four candidates were nominated by the respective Heads of the four schools of architecture in NSW. 
The 2012 Architects Medallion was awarded to Ricci Bloch, a graduate of the University of New 
South Wales. 
 
 

NSW Graduating Students Exhibition 
The Board is a major supporter of the graduating students’ exhibitions in each of the four schools of 
architecture in universities in NSW.  The sum of $5,000 was donated to each School.  
 
 

Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships (BHTS) 
The Board has awarded the Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships for more than sixty years.  The 
BHTS is bequeathed by the Estate of the late Byera Hadley. The Trust is managed by the Trust 
Company and administered by the NSW Architects Registration Board to enable winners to 
undertake “a course of study, research or other activity approved by the Board as contributing to 
the advancement of architecture”.  Scholarships are open to graduates of the four schools of 
architecture in New South Wales and those who are currently enrolled as students in a course 
offered by of the four schools of architecture in New South Wales. 
 
Eight students were awarded the Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarship to support their travel to 
the 13th Venice International Architecture Biennale, running from 29 August until 25 November 
2012. 
 
The 2012 student winners are: Harry Catterns; HY William Chan; Jonathan Combley; Michael Ford; 
Tracey Hau; Linda Matthews; Jennifer Mc Master; and Joanne Taylor. 
 
The 2012 graduate winners and their respective projects are: 
 
Shaun Carter 
RELIEF SHELTER: understanding the real world needs of relief shelter 
The aim of this project is to contribute to re-establishing communities after the devastation of 
disaster. The research will gather information to help improve the design and implementation of the 
emergency relief shelters Shaun has already designed and built. This information will be formulated 
into a matrix of tests and constraints to test the prototype so that in time, it can evolve to better suit 
and assist those in need in the aftermath of disaster. 
 
Thomas Gray  
The Missing Pieces, Discovering a New Design Process: The Edge between Indigenous and 
Contemporary 
This project will explore how specific Indigenous communities around the world have developed an 
internally driven design process founded on indigenous knowledge and practices tied to country and 
to the identity between people and place, developed out of the innate, distinctive and innovative 
design capacities of indigenous communities.  
 
Andrew Marlow 
Engaging Communities: Shifting focus from building to urban scale 
This project aims to understand the processes that could break the current nexus between growth, 
development and community opinion by providing evidence based research on successful 
community participation and engagement strategies from Seattle, Vancouver and Chicago.  
 
Imogene Tudor  
Making Space for Architecture: enriching the culture of architecture through public exhibition 
The goal of this project is to communicate architecture to the non-architectural community. 
Research will focus on how galleries and other producers meet the challenge of representing the 
complexities of architectural space and design thinking. 
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