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At a glance 
 
 
 
The NSW Architects Registration Board administers the Architects Act 2003, the legislation regulating 
architects in NSW. The Board’s key role is to protect consumers of architectural services.  The Board 
 maintains an accurate Register of Architects and a List of Architect Corporations and Firms 
 operates a fair, effective, and open procedure for investigating and hearing complaints  
 sanctions architects who breach the Architects Act and individuals or firms who represent themselves 

as an architect when they are not entitled to do so  
 conducts examinations 
 administers scholarships and awards  
 promotes a better understanding of architectural issues in the broader community.  
 
As of 30 June 2011 there are 4232 architects in NSW (3510 in the practising category and 722 in the non-
practising category).  There are 1321 architect corporations and firms listed in the NSW Register as having 
nominated architects responsible for the provision of architectural services. 
 
 
2010 Sydney Architecture Festival  
Modeled on the London Architecture Festival and the San Francisco Architecture Festival, the Sydney 
Architecture Festival ran from 20 October - 7 November and included 60 talks, tours, exhibitions and 
workshops presented by cultural organisations, universities, professional associations and architecture 
practices. The Festival is presented by the Australian Institute of Architects and the Board supported by 
Festival funding from the City of Sydney.  
www.sydneyarchitecturefestival.org 
 
 
www.architectureinsights.com.au 
The Board’s contributor driven website www.architectureinsights.com.au connects the general public, 
students, architects and others with information about architecture and events and fosters partnerships, 
collaborations and debate about architecture and the built environment in NSW.  The Board continues its 
investment in developing the site. This year has seen an increase in the number of events being listed and 
an increase in the number of architects describing projects to explain how architecture works. 
 
 
My Neighbourhood 
The Board, the Historic Houses Trust and the Sydney Region of the NSW Department of Education and 
Training have embarked upon an innovative project to develop children’s connections to architecture and 
the built environment in their neighbourhood. The programme will be used as a model for programs in 
neighbourhoods across the State; and included as a resource on www.architectureinsights.com.au 
 
 
www.reducingcarbonemmssions.org 
This year the Board reviewed the website developed in 2008 that provides guidance for all small 
architectural firms wishing to reduce their carbon emissions. These guidelines are the result of the real 
experiences of the participating firms who worked with the Board on this project. The review resulted in an 
update of the case studies, templates and user information.  
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 Visual Arts and Architecture  
A partnership project between the Board and Object Gallery this project will provide a series of case 
studies focusing on architects as practitioners.  These case studies link back to the NSW Visual Arts Syllabus 
and include explicit guidance for teachers on how to link the study of architecture into the Visual Arts 
Syllabus in Stages 5 and 6 (Years 11 and 12). Project material will be available on line before the end of 
2011.  
 
 
60th anniversary of the Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships 
2011 celebrates the 60th anniversary of the first Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarship. Architect and 
educator Byera Haley established a Trust fund to enable recipients to undertake study, research or other 
activity approved by the Board. The recipients must be students or graduates of architecture programs 
from NSW universities. Over the past 60 years more than $1 million has been awarded to over 140 
recipients many of who have gone on to contribute enormously to the profession and the broader 
community.  
 
See www.architectureinsights.com.au for more information. 
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NSW Architects Registration Board Members 
 
The Board includes six architects and five members who are not architects:  

Richard Thorp architect appointed by the Minister for Finance and Services  and Board President   
Ingrid Pearson, elected architect member 
Peter Sarlos, elected architect member  
Brian Zulaikha, immediate past president of the Australian Institute of Architects NSW Chapter  
Kirsten Orr, University of Technology Sydney academic architect representative  
Peter Mould, ex-officio, NSW Government Architect, and elected Deputy President  
Michael Bampton, legal practitioner and partner of the legal firm Henry Davis York – expertise in 
building and construction law  
Marianne Foley, Principal Fire Safety Engineer and Sydney Leader of the consulting firm Arup- 
expertise in the building industry 
Penelope Holloway, General Manager of North Sydney Council  - knowledge and awareness of 
views of local government in respect of the quality of building  
Kerry Robinson, from Landcom, expertise in the property industry 
Kate St James, is an interior designer and magazine editor - public interest in architectural matters 
and represents the views of home owners as consumers of architectural services 
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An honorarium is paid to each Board member for their board and other related committee work. These 
fees are in line with the policies established by the Premier’s Office.  
 
The Board meets every third Wednesday of each month.  In addition to monthly board meetings each 
member participates on one or more of the Board’s Standing Committees or Work Groups to oversee 
projects. 
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Board Examiners and Assessors 
 

The Board draws upon the services of architects to serve as examiners and assessors for the Architects 
Accreditation Council of Australia Architectural Practice Examination, the Review of Academic Equivalence 
for the assessment of architectural qualifications gained overseas, and the NSW Built Work Program of 
Assessment. Fees are paid to examiners assessing candidates for these purposes. 
 
 
Architectural Practice Examination Panel 
 
T  Alexander P  Atkin J  Baker S  Bathgate 
M  Bayl-Smith M A  Beattie G  Bensen J  Bilmon 
R  Blackmore M  Boffa P  Briggs G M  Brock 
R  Brennan M  Bullen A  Chistiakoff L  Cockburn 
J  Cockings R  Costa J  Delohery R  Edgar 
G  Evans P  Fung P  Gallagher M  Gaston 
C  Goodwin L  Gosling D  Gosper C  Griffiths 
C  Gunton R  Hawkins M  Heath T  Helyar 
D  Holm R  Hudson E  Insausti S  Jamison 
E  Jansen M E  Jones A  Kaplun J  Ladd-Hudson 
M  Levy F  Lewis L  Lim J  Lukazcewicz 
D  Mayes I  McCaig (Convenor) B  McDonald P  McNevin 
J  Moorcroft N  Nicotra S  O’Neill E M  Prineas 
M  Raad J  Rayner P  Reed M   Roberts 
S   Rofail J  Ryan D  Russell J  Schneller 
B  Scott M  Sheldon M  Shoolman B  Sonter 
M  Standley R  Stevens A  Thomas M  Thornton 
A  Tribe D  van der Breggen H  Warren H  Webster 
D  Wilson R  Yuen   
 
 
NSW Review of Academic Equivalence  
P  Bardsley C  Griffiths K  Orr M  Pullinger 
A  Boddy J  Ladd-Hudson P  O’Carrigan H  Webster 
P  Briggs S  Morgan J  Poiner  
 
 
Built Work Program of Assessment Panel 
 
J   Ladd-Hudson    D  van der Breggen 
D  Russell   K  Orr  

 
 

6 NSW Architects Registration Board



Contact  
 
 
Staff 
 
Registrar  K Doyle 
Deputy Registrar  M Cruz 
Finance Officer  N Roberts 
Administration   Marilyn Gaffney 
Projects   Siobhan Abdurahman 
architectureinsights Katarina Murray 
 
The Board is open for business from 9am to 5pm, Mondays to Fridays. 
 
 
 
 
Address and Contact  
 
NSW Architects Registration Board 
Level 2, 156 Gloucester Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
 
T: 02 9241 4033 
F: 02 9241 6144 
 
E: mail@architects.nsw.gov.au 
W: www.architects.nsw.gov.au 
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Board Governance 
 
 
The work of the Board derives from the objectives and functions of the Board included in the Act. There 
are specific Board delegations outlined in the Act. The operational priorities are identified in the 
Corporate Plan which is reviewed annually. The Board has a Committee structure in place with defined 
responsibilities. The Board has in place a Risk Management Plan which is reviewed and updated by the 
Board twice per year. The Board’s OH&S policy and procedures are reviewed regularly in line with 
relevant legislative procedures. The next review is due for completion before the end of 2011.  
 
The Board maintains appropriate insurances including Workers’ Compensation, Public Liability and 
Contents insurances, Association Liability insurance for the protection of Board Members. These 
insurances are reviewed annually to ensure appropriate cover.  
 
The Board contracts the services of external consultants to maintain plant (the separate air conditioning 
system) and IT equipment and software. A back-up system for IT records is in place and so is a Disaster 
Recovery Plan that is maintained by our external consultant. The Board maintains and updates annually 
the asset register.  
 
Independent legal advice is sought as required and accounting services are provided on a consultancy 
basis by the Service First, Department of Finance and Services. Other professional advice is sought on an 
as needs basis. 
 
Authority for making decisions rests with the Board unless specifically delegated to a Committee or the 
Registrar. There is a financial delegation of $5,000 in place in relation to expenditure by the Registrar 
without referral to the Board. Specification delegations arise out of Board recommendations and 
decisions minuted at each Board meeting.  
 
The Board currently utilises a risk based audit plan and in this reporting year the Board established an 
Audit and Risk Committee. While the Board has Ministerial approval to seek an exemption from 
compliance with NSW Treasure Internal Audit and Risk Management Policy TPP09-05 at this stage the 
Board will remain part of the DFS Audit and Risk Committee Related Entities Sub-Committee to support 
the Board’s Governance structure.  
 
Committees and workgroups 
 
Under the provisions of S 62 (1) of the Architects Act the Board may establish Committees to assist it in 
connection of any of its functions. And (2) it does not matter that any or all of the members of the 
committee are not members of the Board.  [Note: this provision does not apply to Complaint Committees 
established by the Board]   
 
Board Committees are supported by the Registrar and staff as appropriate. Generally the Registrar attends 
all Committee and Work Group meetings unless otherwise agreed by the Committee  
 
As at 30 June 2011 the following Committees were in operation. 
 
Complaints Committee 
 
The Complaints Committee oversees the statutory obligations imposed upon the Board relating to 
disciplinary complaints against the conduct of architects, and complaints about individuals, corporations 
and firms representing themselves to be architects.   
 
Members: Michael Bampton (chair), Marianne Foley, Peter Sarlos, Penelope Holloway, Ingrid Pearson, 
Kerry Robinson, Richard Thorp. 
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Finance and Remuneration Committee 
 
The Finance and Remuneration Committee oversees the financial management and reporting functions to 
the Board and advises the Board on issues relating to the Registrar’s remuneration.  
 
Members: Richard Thorp (Chair), Michael Bampton, Kerry Robinson and Peter Mould. 
 
Audit and Risk Committee 
The Audit and Risk Committee oversees and monitors the Board’s governance, risk and control frameworks 
and its external accountability requirements and assist the Board in liaising with the Department of 
Finances and Services Audit and Risk Related Entities Sub-Committee.  
Members: Kerry Robinson, (Chair), Richard Thorp, Penelope Holloway, and Peter Mould 
 
Work Group to oversee the Board’s response to the Architects Act  
This Work Group was  formed to oversee the Board’s contribution to the review of the Architects Act  
Members: Michael Bampton (Chair), Richard Thorp, Kerry Robinson, Peter Mould, Peter Sarlos 
 
The Board also establishes Work Group from time to time to oversee specific projects. In the reporting year 
Work Groups were formed for the Sydney Architecture Festival and the 60th anniversary of the Byera 
Hadley Travelling Scholarships.  
 
Income  
 
The Board is entirely funded by fees levied upon architects and architect corporations and firms and 
examination fees. The annual registration fee is $200. There is a one off listing fee of $60 and an annual 
voluntary publication fee of $120 for corporations and firms listing the architect/s responsible for the 
provision of architectural services.  
Fees collected fund the administration of the Board and include contingencies for legal costs, development 
of information for consumers and general administration. The Board administers any reserves in the 
“Architects Fund” to meet the fourth objective identified in the Architects Act 2003 – to promote a better 
understanding of architectural issues in the community. The Board has determined that at least nine 
months of operational funds should be kept in reserve. 
 
Review of the Architects Act 
 
The review of the Architects Act by the Minister for Finance and Services was not complete by the 30 June 
2011. The termination date of the Architects Regulation has been extended until 1 September 2012.  
 
Information for architects, consumers and the public 
 
The Board’s website is the primary means of communicating with the public and the profession. The site is 
regularly updated to reflect legislative and policy changes and has been revamped to include a search 
facility and other general improvements to the functionality of the site.  
 
The searchable databases containing the NSW Register of Architects and the List of Architect Corporations 
and Firms are available on the Board’s website and are published each year in hard copy and electronic 
formats.  
 
The Board publishes Information Sheets and Circulars of Information on the following responsibilities of 
the Board: 

 The Architecture Practice Examination 
 The Built Work Program of Assessment  
 Illegal representation as an architect 
 Complaints against Architects 
 CPD for Architects 
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The leaflet Working with an Architect is an important source of information for consumers, and is also 
available in hard copy and electronic formats. 
 
Also published are the procedures for applying for registration and/or re-registration as an architect, 
student awards, and the Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships. Application forms for all Board processes 
are published together with “how to apply” information.  
 
A bi-monthly e-newsletter is sent to architects and architect corporations and firms highlighting important 
issues and updates on matters of interest for architects and the general public. All newsletters can be 
downloaded from the Board’s website. 
 

10 NSW Architects Registration Board



 
The leaflet Working with an Architect is an important source of information for consumers, and is also 
available in hard copy and electronic formats. 
 
Also published are the procedures for applying for registration and/or re-registration as an architect, 
student awards, and the Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships. Application forms for all Board processes 
are published together with “how to apply” information.  
 
A bi-monthly e-newsletter is sent to architects and architect corporations and firms highlighting important 
issues and updates on matters of interest for architects and the general public. All newsletters can be 
downloaded from the Board’s website. 
 

National and International Connections  
The Architects Accreditation Council of Australia 

 
 
The Architects Accreditation Council of Australia (AACA) is the national organisation responsible for 
establishing, coordinating and advocating national standards for the registration of architects in Australia 
and for the recognition of Australian architects overseas by the relevant Registration Authorities. 
 
AACA is constituted of nominees from each of all the State and Territory Architects' Registration Boards in 
Australia.  The President and Registrar are members of AACA. The Registrar is currently a Director of the 
AACA Executive.  
 
Key priorities of the AACA include overseeing the review of the process undertaken to determine the 
Academic Equivalence of Overseas Qualifications for the purpose of registration and identifying a strategy 
to move towards common requirements in all jurisdictions for continuing registration. A Registrars’ 
Network comprising the Registrars from the State and Territory Registration Boards from around Australia 
shares information and facilitates, within the constraints of respective State and Territory legislation, 
streamlining administrative procedures that must be followed by architects and architect corporations 
across Australia. 
 
The AACA reviews and ratifies the appointment of examiners, assessors and monitors for the Review of 
Academic Equivalence (RAE), Architectural Practice Examination (APE) and the National Program of 
Assessment (NPrA).  AACA also facilitates the examination of professional practice throughout Australia. On 
satisfactory completion of the APE, AACA issues a certificate that may be used by a State/Territory Board, 
in addition to their respective legislative requirements, as the basis for determining eligibility for 
registration.   
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Statutory Obligations 
 
 
The Board is aware of Government policy of commitment to equal employment opportunity, and the 
Principles of Cultural Diversity and ensures that these principles are observed in the recruitment and 
management of staff and dealings with the public. 
 
The Board integrates the Community Relations Priorities Statement into the Board’s recruitment processes.  
 
The Board also acts on behalf of the Architects Accreditation Council of Australia, in assisting migrant 
architects to be assimilated into the professional environment in New South Wales.  This process is 
facilitated through viva voce interviews with a view to accreditation of overseas gained qualifications in 
terms of equivalence with Australian academic qualifications, and setting of examinations in architectural 
practice, both being legal prerequisites to registration as an architect.  The success rate of applicants is 
relatively high, indicating that the principles of cultural diversity as espoused by the Commission are 
generally being met in this area of the Board’s responsibility. 
 
The Board keeps under review the Ethnic Affairs Priorities Statement (EAPS) and takes account of the 
requirement of the Community Relations Commission when developing future objectives and strategies. 
 
 
Internal Audit and Risk Management Statement  
 
The NSW Architects Registration Board has internal audit and risk management processes in place that are, 
in all material respects, compliant with the core requirements set out in Treasury Circular NSW TC 09/08 
Internal Audit and Risk Management Policy. 
 
The Audit and Risk Committee for the Board is constituted and operates in accordance with the 
independence and governance requirements of Treasury Circular NSW TC 09/08.  The Chair and Members 
of the Audit and Risk Committee are: 
 

 Mr Peter Whitehead, Independent Chair (period of appointment from 1 September 2009 to 31 
August 2012) 

 Ms Carolyn Burlew, Independent Member (period of appointment from 1 September 2009 to 31 
August 2011) 

 Dr Gul Izmir, Independent Member (period of appointment from 8 October 2009 to 7 October 
2011) 

 Ms Anne Skewes, Non-independent member (period of appointment from 24 March 2010 to 23 
March 2013) 

 Mr Michael Silk, Non-independent member (period of appointment from 24 March 2010 to 23 
March 2013) 

 
These processes provide a level of assurance that enables the senior management of NSW Architects 
Registration Board to understand, manage and satisfactorily control risk exposures. 
 
 
The Government Information (Public Access) Act (GIPA) 2009 
 
The Board provides information to the public in compliance with the Act. 
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 Privacy report 
 
The Board collects information about architects for the purposes of registration as allowed under the 
provisions of the Architects Act 2003. In doing so, the Board complies with the Privacy and Personal 
Information Protection Act. There have been no requests for privacy reviews in the reporting year. 
 
 
 
Board Financial Management Framework 
 
The Board Financial Management Framework outlines the Board’s financial policies and procedures for 
handling all financial matters in the Board. The Framework is updated regularly to reflect Government 
policies, Directives and Memorandums, Board decisions and relevant policies, and is reviewed regularly to 
incorporate appropriate improvements proposed by staff. 
 
 
 
Public Finance and Audit Regulation 2010 and Annual Reports Legislation  Reporting on 
Payment of Accounts 
 
In accordance with Clause 13 of the Public Finance and Audit Regulation 2010, the Annual Reports 
Legislation and the NSW Treasurer's Directions (TD 219.01), the Board has a statutory obligation to report 
on the prompt payment of accounts, including disclosure of payment performance as outlined in Treasury 
Circular 06/26 December 2006, and the following information is provided in relation to payment of 
accounts:  
 
Aged analysis at the end of each quarter - does not include refunds for overpayment of roll fees etc and 
Scholarship monies distributed by the Board on behalf of Trustees 
 

QUARTER CURRENT 
(i.e. within 
due date) 

$ 

Less than 
30 days 
overdue 

$ 

Between 30 
and 60 days 

overdue 
$ 

Between 60 
and 90 days 

overdue 
$ 

More than 90 
days overdue 

 
$ 

September 2010   
215,607.17 

- - - - 

December 2010  
285,053.19 

- - - - 

March 2011 218,646.16 638.77 - - - 
June 2011 289,248.72 - - - - 

 
Accounts paid on time within each quarter (including refunds, overpayments, scholarship monies etc)  
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TOTAL ACCOUNTS PAID ON TIME 

 
TOTAL AMOUNT 

PAID 
$  

TARGET % 
 

ACTUAL % 
 

$ 

September 2010 100 100  
237,832.17 

 
237,832.17 

December 2010 100 100  
334,303.19 

 
334,303.19 

March 2011 100 99 244,101.16 244,739.93 
June 2011 100 100 324,753.72 324,753.72 

 
The Board’s office was closed over the Christmas period and as a result two payments made in January 2011 did not fall 
within the 7 day payment terms. 
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Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies) Regulation 2010 
 
In accordance with the Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies) Regulation 2010 (469), Clause 10(2) (a) the 
following information is provided in relation to the production of this Annual Report: 
 1. Number of copies printed – 100 

   2. Average cost of producing each copy -  $50 
 

Annual reports are published in the Board’s website. 
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Registration as an architect in NSW 
 
 
Qualifications for admission to the Register 
 
Uniform minimum standards of education and training have been adopted by all States and Territories in 
Australia for registration as an architect.  These are the five-years of study from an Australian university or 
its equivalent, an approved period of practical experience and successful completion of the AACA 
Architectural Practice Examination (APE).  These standards are agreed nationally by the AACA which is a 
company limited by Guarantee. The Members of the AACA include the Chair and Registrar of each Architect 
Registration Board in each State and Territory in Australia.  
 
Approved academic qualifications 
 
In New South Wales the schools of architecture of the Universities of Newcastle, New South Wales, Sydney 
and the University of Technology, Sydney offer approved courses leading to the Master of Architecture 
degree, being the academic qualification prescribed by the Act.   
 
Academic courses from NSW universities, receive annual visits from a joint Australian Institute of Architects 
and Registration Board Visiting Panels.  Additionally, National Visiting Panels recommend continuing 
accreditation of qualifications to the Board for a maximum period of five years and provide advice and 
recommendations on the standard and conduct of the courses. 
 
 
Architectural Practice Examination (APE) 
 
The final qualification for registration as an architect in NSW is the successful completion of the Architectural 
Practice Examination, established by AACA and administered by the State/Territory Registration Boards.  In 
New South Wales 191 candidates were admitted to the examination and 123 were successful for the period  
1 July 2010 to 30 June 2011. 
 
 
Mutual Recognition 
 
Providing a registrant is in good standing, this Act facilitates freedom of movement of architects registered 
in other States and Territories of Australia between the respective jurisdictions.  The Board normally 
approves an applicant for registration in New South Wales on completion of the prescribed application 
form and payment of the applicable fee.  In the reporting year, 51 interstate architects were admitted to 
the NSW Register under the terms of the Mutual Recognition Act. 
 
 
Trans Tasman Mutual Recognition Agreement (TTMRA) 
 
As a result of the Federal Government’s passage of legislation mirroring that of the New Zealand 
Government, the TTMRA allows mutual recognition of registration between Australia and New Zealand.  In 
the reporting year 3 architects from New Zealand were admitted to the NSW Register under the terms of 
the TTMRA. 
 
 
Built Work Program of Assessment (BWPrA) 
 
There was 1 application for admission into the program  in 2010-11. 
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NSW Register of Architects 
 
 

Profile of Architects In NSW as at 30 June 2011 

Number of registrants  

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

3748 3769 3907 4000 4168 4232 

Practicing /Non-Practising 3510 / 722 

New enrolments  

207 215 244 203 233 182 

Location of registrants as of 30.6.10 (Practising and Non-Practising) 

 NSW ACT Q V SA WA TAS NT O’SEAS 

Prac 3013 56 154 130 20 12 13 4 108 

NonPrac 610 5 30 22 6 7 0 0 42 

Total 3623 61 184 152 26 19 13 4 150 

                                         Total Registered Architects in NSW who are active as at 30.06.2011            4232   

 

Age range of 

registrants 

Full Registration Non-Practising 

 M F % of F Total M F Total 

90 + 0 0  0 1 0 1 

80 to 89 7 0  7 61 3 64 

70 to 79 130 5  135 145 10 155 

60 to 69 639 34  673 223 28 251 

50 to 59 865 133  998 85 17 102 

40 to 49 641 258  899 42 46 88 

30 to 39 448 289  737 20 37 57 

20 to 29 32 29  61 1 3 4 

                             Total 2762 748  3510 578 144 722 

Overall Total   21%    4232 
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Architect corporations and firms  
 
Under the Architects Act an architect corporation or firm must ensure that at all times there is at least one 
architect listed with the Board as the responsible or nominated architect for the provision of architectural 
services. Corporations and firms may comprise one architect or many. The one off listing fee is $60, and to 
be included in the List of Architect Corporations or Firms available on the Board’s website an additional 
annual fee of $120 is payable. Sole traders are not required under the Act to list a nominated architect with 
the Board.  
 
Since September 2004 the Board has listed 1634 architect corporations and firms of which 1321 remain 
active at 30 June 2011. 
 

Corporations and Firms in NSW with nominated architects listed to date 

Number of Corp/Firms listed since 09/04 1634 

Number of active Corp/Firms as at 30.06.10 1321 
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Complaints against the professional conduct of architects 
 

 
There were thirteen matters received in the previous reporting year that were held over into the current 
year. Ten matters were dismissed, and in three matters the Architect was found guilty of unsatisfactory 
professional conduct. 
 

 Bruce Swalwell Registration Number 3315 Pursuant to section 43(2) of the Architects Act 2003 the 
Board finds the Architect guilty of unsatisfactory professional conduct in that he breached his 
obligation under Part 2 4 Provision of architectural services generally … (1) In providing 
architectural services, an architect should: (a) act with integrity and reasonable care.  

 
 The Board issues a reprimand in relation to the Architect ’s conduct and orders that the Architect 

file with the Board within 28 days of this decision taking effect a full schedule of the debts and the 
payment regime he proposes.  

 The Board will review the Architect ’s compliance to the regime he supplies to the Board and 
reserves the right to further consider the matter.   

 
Vivian Montales-Cook Registration Number 6370 
Pursuant to section 43(4) the Board finds that the Architect is guilty of unsatisfactory professional conduct.  
 
Pursuant to section 43(4) (a) of the Act the Board orders that Vivian Montales-Cook, Architect, be 
reprimanded. 
 
The Board further orders Vivian Montales-Cook, Architect, to report in writing to the Board on her 
architectural practice at three (3) monthly intervals for the next twelve (12) months with the first report due 
three months from the date of this determination taking effect.  Such reports are to include the protocols in 
place to ensure an appropriate system of disclosure is in place when undertaking the dual roles of architect 
and builder. 
 
Pragati Goswami Registration Number 6607 
 
Pursuant to section 43(4) of the Architects Act the Board finds that the Architect is guilty of unsatisfactory 
professional conduct in that she failed to comply with Section 7 of the NSW Architects Code of Professional 
Conduct (Client Agreements); and that the Architect breached Section 32 (h) of the Architects Act  

(h) any other conduct of the architect that demonstrates incompetence, or a lack of adequate 
knowledge, skill, judgment or care in the practice of architecture. 

 
Pursuant to Section 43(4) (a) of the Act the Board orders that Pragati Goswami, Architect, be reprimanded. 
The Board further orders Pragati Goswami, Architect, to report in writing to the Board on her architectural 
practice at three (3) monthly intervals for the next twelve (12) months.   Such reports are to include the 
protocols in place to ensure compliance with the NSW Architects Code of Conduct, and steps in place to 
ensure that the Architect’s architectural practice meets the accepted level of knowledge, skill, judgment and 
care of competent professional practice.  

         
 

In the current reporting year ten complaints were made against the professional conduct of an architect. 
Of these, seven are still under investigation, two were dismissed and one was found.   
 
Michael Blakeney Registration 2414 
Pursuant to section 43 (4) of the Act the Board finds Michael Blakeney guilty of unsatisfactory professional 
conduct  and orders that prior to the Board considering an application for restoration to the NSW Register 
of Architects Michael Blakeney submits a statutory declaration to the Board reporting on the measures put 
in place to improve his architectural practice. 
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Offences relating to the practice of architecture  
Section 9 and 10 of the Act 

 
 
The use of the title ‘architect’ is protected by the Architects Act 2003, and can only be used by persons who 
are on the NSW Register of Architects.  If architectural services are provided by a corporation or firm, then 
the entity must have nominated at least one person who is responsible for the architectural services 
provided. This person or persons (known as the ‘nominated architect/s’) must be on the NSW Register of 
Architects. 
 
Architects have professional qualifications, completed a period of practical experience in architecture and 
have passed the Architectural Practice Examination before applying to be enrolled on the NSW Register. 
Architects are bound by the NSW Architects Code of Professional Conduct (Architect Regulation 2004). 
Architects must maintain professional indemnity insurance appropriate to the services they provide and 
must undertake a minimum of 20 hours of continuing professional education in each year.  
 
The Board has no jurisdiction over investigating the conduct of persons providing design services if they are 
not architects.  
 
The Board expresses no view about the quality of design services provided by architects and others, but 
endeavours to ensure that consumers’ choices on providers of building design services are based upon 
accurate information about the registration status of the service provider. The pamphlet Working with an 
Architect is published by the Board to guide consumers on the architects’ roles and obligations to their 
clients, and vice versa, the role of the clients to assist the realisation of their project. The Board’s on line 
searchable database of architect and architect corporations is also used by the public to confirm the status 
of a person or corporation or firm. 
 
The Board investigates reports of persons or entity reportedly representing themselves or others as 
architects, and monitors classified advertising to check compliance with S 9 and 10 of the Architects Act.  In 
cases where a potential breach is identified, the individual or entity is given the opportunity to remedy the 
matter. Where the representation isn’t remedied, the Board may take action against the individual or 
entity in the Local Court. 
 
 
No. of Complaints received  61 
 
Complied    29 Undertaking Received  20  
      Corporation Listed  4 
      Re-registered   1   

Website changed   4 
 
No further action required   30 Mail returned   5 
      No breach established   25 
 
Outstanding/ongoing   2 
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Scholarships and awards 
 
 
Architect’s Medallion 
 
The Architect’s Medallion is awarded annually by the Board to a graduate in architecture in this State who 
has achieved distinction throughout the last two years of the Bachelor of Architecture course.  Four 
candidates were nominated by the respective Heads of the four schools of architecture in NSW. 
 
The 2010 Architects Medallion was awarded to Felicity Stewart, a graduate of the University of New 
South Wales. 

 
The Board is a major supporter of the graduating students’ exhibitions in each of the four schools of 
architecture in universities in NSW. 
 
 
Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships (BHTS) 
 
The Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarships (BHTS), bequeathed by the Estate of the late Byera Hadley, are 
administered by the NSW Architects Registration Board, to enable winners to undertake “a course of study, 
research or other activity approved by the Board as contributing to the advancement of architecture”. The 
Board incurs nominal costs in administering and promoting the Scholarships and has accepted this obligation 
as an important component of its role in promoting the discussion of architecture in the community. The 
Board publishes synopses of previous winners’ reports on www.architectureinsights.com.au. 
 
Scholarships are open to graduates of the four schools of architecture in New South Wales and those who 
are currently enrolled as students in a course offered by of the four schools of architecture in New South 
Wales. 
 
The Board awarded the following scholarships in 2010: 
 
Student Category 
Andrew Daly  
Lanes, Pockets & Spaces Left-Over the Development of a Fine-Grained Urban Density 
 
Graduate Category 
Lachlan Delaney  
Sago Studio – Design driven approaches to Community Development” 
 
Christian Williams  
Decorating the Duck Learning from Environmental Graphic Design to Enable Architecture 
 
Tim Williams  
Le Grand Pari(s): a model process to design a sustainable Metropolis 
 
Tone Wheeler  
In-between housing: Finding a new mix of density, occupation and ownership 
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FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
 
INCOME BUDGET 
ACCT NO INCOME  BUDGET  BUDGET
   2010-2011  2011-2012 

 
ADMINISTRATION – DEPT 01 
2 
 

4-1000 ENROLMENT FEE 7,500 12,000 
 

4-1001 RE-REGISTRATION FEES 19,500 15,000 
 

4-1002 ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE FOR ARCHITECTS 716,000 787,600 
 

4-1003 TEMPORARY REGISTRATION FOR O/SEAS ARCHITECTS 3,000 3,000 
 

4-1006 REGISTRATION FEE FOR NON PRACTISING ARCHITECTS 4,000 4,800 
 

4-1007 NON PRACTISING ARCHITECTS - ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEES 24,800 28,880 
 

4-1009 NON PRACTISING ARCHITECTS RE-REGISTRATIONS 1,440 2,000 
 

4-1100 LISTING OF "NOMINATED ARCHITECT"/PRACTICE REGISTRATION 4,800 3,600 
 

4-1101 ANNUAL PUBLICATION FEE FOR NOMINATED ARCHITECT 102,000 96,000 
 

4-1102 "NOMINATED ARCHITECT" CHANGE OF DETAILS FEE 1,715 1,715 
 

4-1300 ARCHITECTS REGISTER PURCHASES 4,500 4,594 
 

4-1301-02 ARCHITECTS CARD/CERTIFICATION TO THIRD PARTIES 156 156 
 

4-1303-04 CODE OF CONDUCT & REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE 1,875 770 
 

4-1306 MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPT – BOARD 0 0 
  891,286 960,115 
    
 
AACA – DEPT 03 
 

4-3000 AACA - AP EXAMINATION FEES 150,000 135,000 
 

4-3001 AACA - RAE ASSESSMENT FEES 12,250 12,250 
 

4-3002 AACA - SALES, DOCUMENTS 0 0 
 

4-3003 AACA MISC RECEIPTS    0 0 
 

 162,250 147,250 
 
 
BWPRA – DEPT 04 
 

4-3100 BWPRA  7,800 7,800 
 

 7,800 7,800 
 

   
 
OTHER – DEPT 02/07 
 

8-.2000-04 INTEREST 40,000 40,000 
 

8-1401 BHTS PROMOTION MONIES 13,500 13,500 
 

 53,500 53,500 
 

   
 

TOTAL  1,114,836 1,168,665 
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EXPENDITURE BUDGET 
Acct No EXPENDITURE BUDGET BUDGET 

  
2010 – 2011 

 
2011 – 2012  

 
 
EMPLOYMENT – DEPT 01 
 
6-5000/05 SALARIES AND CASUAL WAGES 306,800 318,000 
6-5001 ANNUAL LEAVE  24,307 32,835 
6-5003 SUPERANNUATION 38,450 45,000 
6-5011 LONG SERVICE LEAVE 11,000 16,000 
6-5652 ADVERTISING ADMIN/RECRUITMENT 0 0 
 WEB CONTRACTOR 30,000 15,000 
  410,557 426,835 
    
 
STATUTORY – DEPT 07 
6-5402 BOARD MEMBERS HONORARIA 24,892 28,000 
6-5401 ELECTION COSTS 18,000 0 
6-5403 OTHER STATUTORY COSTS 0 0 
  42,892 28,000 
    
 
B W P R A - DEPT 04 
6-5350 BWPRA EXAMINERS FEES 3,750 3,750 
6-5653 ADVERTISING BWPRA 500 500 
6-5351 TRAVEL EXPENSES FOR EXAMINERS 1,000 1,000 
6-5352 BWPRA ROOM HIRE/CATERING EXPENSES 500 500 
6-8023 CABCHARGES 500 500 
6-8020 COURIERS 500 500 
  6,750 6,750 
    
 
DISCIPLINE - DEPT 05 
6-5500 PART 4 DIV 4 LEGAL FEES/COMPLAINTS AGAINST ARCHITECTS 30,000 30,000 
6-5506 ADT EXPENSES 20,000 20,000 
6-5501 PART 2, DIV 2 S9/10 LEGAL FEES/ILLEGAL USE OF TITLE 5,000 5,000 
6-5502 CATERING/ROOM HIRE EXPENSES 500 500 
6-5503 COURT REPORTING AND TRANSCRIPTS 5,000 2,000 
6-5504 COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY SITTING FEES 3,000 3,000 
6-8027 POSTAGE 600 600 
6-8020 COURIERS 400 400 
6-8023 CABCHARGES 200 200 
  64,700 61,700 
    
 
DEPRECIATION 
6-5050-54 DEPRECIATION 27,000 27,000 
  27,000 27,000 
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Acct No EXPENDITURE BUDGET BUDGET 

  
2010 – 2011 

 
2011 – 2012  

 
 
EDUCATION, PRIZES AND GRANTS - DEPT 06 
6-5606 STATE VISITING PANEL - SCHOOL INSPECTION 2,000 2,000 
6-5607 BOARD CONTRIBUTION TO STATE VISITING PANEL EXPENSES 2,000 2,000 
6-8023 CABCHARGES 200 200 
6-8020 COURIERS 200 200 
6-5808 RESEARCH GRANT 10,000 10,000 
6-5654 RESEARCH GRANT ADVERTISING 0 0 
6-5610 BOARD ANNUAL EXHIBITIONS 20,000 20,000 
6-5611 ARCHITECTS MEDALLION COSTS 5,000 5,000 
  39,400 39,400 
    
 
GENERAL EXPENSES - DEPT 01 
6-8011 ACCOUNTANT FEES 9,000 9,000 
6-8012 AUDIT FEES 14,000 14,000 
6-4100 BANK ADMINISTRATION FEES 18,000 18,000 
6-8016 BOARD MEETING EXPENSES 2,000 2,000 
6-8017 BOARD FUNCTIONS/BOARD MISC EXPENSES 12,000 15,000 
6-5651 YELLOW PAGES LISTING/ADVERT 1,500 1,500 
6-8020 COURIERS 700 700 
6-8021 STAFF AMENITIES/STAFF TRAINING 5,000 4,000 
6-8022 STORAGE 1,800 1,800 
6-8023 CABCHARGE 1,000 1,000 
6-5700-01 COMPUTER/SYSTEMS MAINTENANCE 30,000 20,000 
6-8024 ELECTRICITY 2,800 3,360 
6-8025 INSURANCE D & O/OFFICE CONTENTS 8,000 8,000 
6-8026 GENERAL LEGAL EXPENSES 5,000 5,000 
6-8027 POSTAGE 8,000 6,000 
6-8028 WEBSITE MAINTENANCE  21,000 15,000 
6-8029-30 TELEPHONE/INTERNET/MOBILE 12,500 12,500 
6-8031 WORKERS COMPENSATION 2,000 2,000 
6-8032-33 RENT/OFFICE SERVICES 104,030 108,160 
6-8036 REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 20,000 15,000 
6-8034 PHOTOCOPIER 5,300 5,300 
6-6210-42 REFUNDS 0 0 
6-5703 GOVERNANCE COSTS 20,000 10,000 
6-5704 REVIEW OF BOARD LOOK/BRANDING 10,000 15,000 
6-5702 REVIEW/UPDATE IT SYSTEMS 50,000 15,000 
  363,630 307,320 
    
 
BHTS – DEPT 02 
9-5614 BHTS ADVERTISING/MISC. EXPENSES 1,000 1,000 
9-8027/8023 BHTS POSTAGE COSTS/CABCHARGE COSTS 200 200 
9-5609 BHTS BOARD COMMITTEE COSTS 500 500 
9-5614 BHTS ANNUAL CEREMONY COSTS 3,000 3,000 
9-5613 BHTS ROOM HIRE/CATERING COSTS 500 500 
9-5608 BHTS PROMOTION 10,000 12,000 
  15,200 17,200 
    

NSW Architects Registration Board 45 
  



 
Acct No EXPENDITURE BUDGET BUDGET 

  
2010 – 2011 

 
2011 – 2012  

 
 
PRINTING AND STATIONERY – DEPT 01 
6-8018 STATIONERY 5,000 4,000 
6-5722 MAILOUT 6,000 6,000 
6-5851 PRINTING BOARD 4,000 4,000 
6-5853 ARCHITECTS CARDS 3,000 0 
  18,000 14,000 
    
 
A A C A - DEPT 03 
6-6000/6011-
12 AACA - APE EXPENSES 93,000 93,000 
6-6001 AACA - RAE EXPENSES 10,000 10,000 
6-6002 AACA - PER CAPITA CONTRIBUTIONS 20,000 20,000 
6-6009 AACA - CONVENORS MEETING 500 500 
6-6004 AACA - NVP 4,000 4,000 
6-8020 COURIERS 1,000 1,000 
6-8023 CABCHARGES 400 400 
6-8027 POSTAGE 1,000 1,000 
6245-46 REFUNDS 0 0 
  129,900 129,900 
    

 
PROMOTIONS – DEPT 08 
9-8028 PROMOTIONS GENERAL 120,000 31,500 
9-8020 COURIER 500 500 
9-8023 CABCHARGES 1,000 500 
9-5959 REDUCING CARBON EMISSIONS GUIDELINES/WEBSITE 1,000 0 
9-5950 SYDNEY ARCHITECTURE FESTIVAL 15,000 25,000 
9-5951 ARCHITECTURE INSIGHTS WEBSITE 30,000 15,000 
 ARCHITECTURE LECTURE SERIES AT MUSEUM OF SYDNEY 0 12,500 
9-5962 PARTNERSHIP PROJECT WITH HISTORIC HOUSES TRUST 20,000 5,000 

 
SUPPORT DANISH EXHIBITION BUIDLING SUSTAINABLE 
COMMUNITIES 20,000 0 

  207,500 90,000 
    
TOTAL  1,325,529 1,148,105 
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